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Dear Contact

My grandfather, Frank Wheatley Dunstan, 
won one of only 20 open scholarships to 
the Queensland University in 1915 to study 
engineering. However, he postponed his 
studies to enlist in World War I. 

During his time there, he was gassed 
twice in the Somme and then later, in mid-
1918, was wounded by a hand grenade at 
Villers-Bretonneux. A fragment as big as a 
thumbnail from a Mill’s bomb (a British hand 
grenade) travelled through his left thigh. 
While the throwing range of the grenade is 
30 yards, the damage range is 100 yards, 
explaining why Grandfather Dunstan was 
injured. He kept the piece of metal that was 
taken out of his leg.

When he returned to Australia in 1919, 
he took up his engineering scholarship at 
the University and this is where he met 
my grandmother, Jean Wallace, who was 
studying science at the time and lived at 
Women’s College.

Frank was a keen sportsman, but 
because of his war wound wasn’t able to 
play rugby, so he became a rugby coach 
for King’s College instead. There is a photo 
taken in 1922 of the entire student body 
of UQ and, of the 122 students, six of 
them were from our family including both 
my grandparents. Since this time, our 
family has had a long, ongoing connection 
with the University, with all of Frank’s 
surviving children attending UQ and many 
grandchildren and great grandchildren having 
also gained their education here. 

Frank Wheatley Dunstan’s name appears 
in the University of Queensland’s Roll of 
Service. Sadly, my grandfather died in a tragic 
drowning accident along with one of his sons 
in the Noosa River. It is thought that he got 
a cramp in his wounded leg while trying to 
rescue his four-year-old son, Richard.

Marion Dunstan
Safety Coordinator,  
School of Chemical Engineering

Frank Wheatley Dunstan postponed his UQ 
scholarship to enlist in World War I. 

Dr Errol Solomon Meyers was a Medical Officer in 
wartime. He later became the Dean of UQ’s Faculty of 
Medicine 1941–1954. 

Dear Contact

My family has a long association with the 
University both during war and peacetime, 
which started with my paternal grandfather, 
the late Dr Errol Solomon (ES) Meyers. Dr ES 
Meyers served in World War I and worked for 
the creation of a medical school at UQ. He 
later became Dean of the University’s Faculty 
of Medicine from 1941 to 1954.

Dr Meyers graduated with a Bachelor of 
Medicine from Sydney University in 1914 (as 
there was no medical school in Brisbane at 
the time).

While at university, Meyers enlisted in the 
Sydney University Scouts Rifle Club, and later 
enlisted in the Australian Army Medical Corps 
in 1916. He served in France as a regimental 
medical officer to the 41st Battalion and was 
later posted to the 11th Field Ambulance, 
which took part in the final assault on the 
Hindenburg Line. During this time, he was 
injured in gas attacks twice, however returned 
to active duty after both incidents.

All of Dr Meyers’ four children also 
studied at UQ, and the three men, John, 
Derek and Rodney (my father), interrupted or 
deferred their studies to enlist in World War 
II. On return from their war service, each of 
them graduated and entered the medical 
profession like their father.

Rodney, my father, served as a sub-
lieutenant in the Navy on the HMAS 
Geraldton, which took part in the invasion of 
Sicily in July 1943. After the war, he returned 
to UQ and his career was in the area of 
rehabilitation medicine.

Many children, grandchildren and even great 
grandchildren of the Meyers family have 
studied or are studying at UQ. I think ES Meyers 
would be happy to know that his passion for 
education and service to others continues in  
the family.

Mary McCafferty (Bachelor of Arts 
’80, Bachelor of Laws ’82) wrote 
to Contact to tell the story of her 

uncle, Corporal John Francis Donoghue, 
a second-year dental student at UQ 
who died while in the Australian Imperial 
Forces in World War II. 

“Within a few hours of catching a 
bacterial infection in an army training 
camp, Corp John Donoghue died, despite 
his physical prowess,” McCafferty said.

Donoghue was remembered in the 13 
June 1941 issue of Semper Floreat, UQ’s 
student newspaper, as a man with energy 
and enthusiasm. He was also a gifted 
athlete, having won a University Blue 
(the highest university athletic honour) for 
football.

McCafferty said Donoghue’s parents 
had both lost brothers in action in the 
Battle of Messines in France on the same 
day in July 1917, something they didn’t 
realise until after they had married. Sadly, 
their son would also die in war years later.

McCafferty’s family has kept the 
collection of a dozen letters sent by Pte 
Christopher Thomas Donoghue (Corp 
John Donoghue’s uncle) that capture his 
life and death as a soldier in World War I. 
She has shared some excerpts below.

France, 2 March 1917

You have no idea Mother what war is, 
until you get into the country where the 
fighting is. It would almost make one 
cry to see the beautiful buildings that 
have been battered about with shells, 
some most beautiful cathedrals almost 
smashed to the ground.

France, 9 May 1917

I think Father both you and Mother made 
altogether too much of my throwing up that 
job in England. I don’t think it takes a very 
brave man to go into the trenches, curiosity 
will carry Australians farther than that…

…Tell Mother not to worry about me 
taking unnecessary risks. Father I am too 
frightened of my own hide for that…I feel 
sure I will come out of it all safely, and I 
don’t think it will be many months before 
we are on our way home again…

France, 28 June 1917

My Dear Mr. Donoghue,

I very much regret that I should have 
occasion to write to you of the death 
of your gallant son, No 1815 Pte. 
Christopher Thomas Donoghue. He was 
killed in action in the Battle of Messines 
on June 8th.

I deeply deplore the death of such 
a reliable, hardworking, conscientious 
soldier. In the battle he distinguished 
himself by his courage, coolness and 
determination. All mourn the death of 
such a splendid comrade…

Leslie J. Moreshead 
Lieutenant Colonel

loved ones on the Front lIne

Jim Meyers
Bachelor of Arts – ’83, 
Diploma in Education – ’84


