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CULLEN, Hedley Elbert 
 
Born 8 August 1894 at Terowie, South Australia. 
 
Son of the late William CULLEN and Mother Caroline Edith (nee RIGGS), who at the outbreak of the Great 
War were residing at Victoria Terrace, Hawthorn, Victoria.  His father carrying on business as a wood and 
chaff merchant on the Unley Road. 
 
He was educated at Terowie Public School and whilst in that town commenced a most promising military 
career.  He quickly rose to the rank of Sergeant in the cadets, and in 1910 accompanied his parents to 
Hawthorn, eventually entering his father’s business, which he left to proceed overseas. 
 
He was a member of the Rechabite Order, and had filled all the offices in the juvenile and adult tents.  He 
was also a prominent worker in the Malvern Methodist Church and Sunday-School.  He was a member of the 
Hawthorn Tennis Club, and a member of the Adelaide Choral Society. 
 
He was of a bright and genial disposition, and was an exceedingly popular young man. 
 
He was a compulsory trainee and became an ardent student and worker in the 74th (Boothby) Infantry, and 
in this capacity attended many camps and schools of military instruction. 
 
He received his first commission in that regiment on 1 August 1913, when he was provisionally appointed to 
the rank of 2nd Lieutenant.  He held this commission at the time of joining the AIF. 
 
On 1 December 1914 he joined the Officers’ Camp at Brighton, SA, from which he was chosen as one of the 
Instructors for duty at the Oaklands and Morphettville training camps, where he was admired and respected 
by all with whom he came in contact.   At Oaklands Camp on 12 December 1914 he was appointed 2nd 
Lieutenant in the AIF, and appointed 2nd in charge of the 3rd reinforcements of the 10th Battalion. 
 
With Lieutenant W G Cornish and this quota of reinforcements he embarked per HMAT A54 Runic at 
Melbourne on 19 February 1915 and proceeded to Egypt, subsequently re-embarking for the Dardanelles, 
where he joined the 10th Battalion in the line at Anzac on 7 May 1915. 
 
He had three months’ service at Anzac, and became attached to No. 1 Mule Cart Convoy, Indian Mule Train, 
1st Australian Division, of which he was eventually appointed 2nd in Command.  On 9 August 1915 he was 
wounded by a sniper at Lone Pine, and was subsequently conveyed to the hospital ship HS Dongala, but 
next day died from his wounds and was buried at sea. 
 
Only a few days before his death he had dispatched a cable to his father notifying him of his promotion, and 
following his death his parents received many letters of appreciation form Officers and men, including 
Lieutenant-Colonel S P Weir and Major G D Shaw.   Major H M Alexander DSO, who commanded the Indian 
Mule Corps, writes appreciatively of him in his book “On Two Fronts”.  The following is an extract from a 
letter received by his parents from Major Alexander: 
 
“I was very sorry to lose your son, who was an efficient and excellent Officer, very hard-working, and faithful 
in whatever I gave him to do.  I could always be sure that he wouldn’t come back until he had done it.  He 
was very popular, and respected by the men and all connected with him.” 
 
Whilst at ANZAC he compiled a very accurate map of ‘C’ Company trenches, and same is now in the 
possession of Lieutenant-Colonel G D Shaw VD.  He left a large circle of friends, both in the 10th Battalion 
and in South Australia. 
 
	  


