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A SOLDIERS' MEMORIAL.

CAMPBELLTOWN'S TRIBUTE.

Ideally fcit
tin led on the corner of Para

disc road and (Jorge road, with a pic
turesque background of big gum trees,
there now stands a marble figure of an
Australian soldier in full marching kit,
with bowed head, his hands resting 011
the butt of a reversed rifle. The inure
form reminds passers-by Of the 92 heroes
who left the district of Campbelltown to
give their seivicc for the Empire's de
fence. On Sunday afternoon last the dire
moiiy of unveiling the memorial was performed by Brig.-Gen. S. Price Weir in
the presence of a large assemblage. Pro
ceedings began- with the National AntUmi
(played by the Campbelltown Silver
Band), and after a liymu and a prayeroffered by tbe Rev- A. E. Jouos, the sec
retary of the memorial committee (Mr,
L. Ligertwood) formally requested (Jen.
Weir to unveil the memorial. This was
done, with the words "To the glory of
God and in sacred remembrance of the
14 soldiers from this town and district,
who, in the world Great War. made the
supreme sacrifice, I unveil this monu
ment." This act was followed by two
minutes' silence.

The Brigadicr-Beneral, after thanking
the committee for the privilege of unveil
ing the memorial, said that, although on
such occasions those who had been work
iug for the object in view, were rejoicing
that it had been consummated, there were
some hearts that were sad. Of tbe i'i

whose names had been engraved ou the
memorial, 14 had paid the supreme sacri
fice, and on behalf of the gathering he
wished to express his profoundest sympa
thy with those who inuurncd the loss of
loved ones. He hoped their grief would
be softened by the fact that these men

had'died the noblest death a in an could
die—fighting for God, King, and liberty—
and "such a death was immortality." He
congratulated those responsible for the
memorial on the magnificent site they had
chosen. Being at the junction of two
important roads, in front of a church,
and on church properly, part of which
was a cemetery, the surroundings were in
perfect keeping with the idea. He hoped
the children of the district would reve
rence the monument, and suggested that
nil might take a pattern from Loudon,
where the roughest man never passed the

Cenotaph without raising his hat. Al
though most people were aware of the
immense financial debt that the war in
volved, few appreciated the great moral
obligation to the men who had fought
for peace and liberty. That could not
lie expressed in figures. People would
have had no security to-day for life or

{noperty had it not been purchased by
)lood and great misery. When war was

)lood and great misery. When war was

declared in 1914, thousands of young Am
tralians who knew nothing of the in

Irigues in the Balkans or of the Fecret

diplomacy of the day volunteered for ser
vice. They took the nation's word that
the cause was great. Many made tremen

dous sacrifices, to many the idea of war

was abhorrent, but they set themselves
to learn a new art—that of warfare. Their
deeds made one of the brightest paces in

the history of the nation, for, although
war was the most insane of all men's
follies, the spirit of the young manhood
Ijlazed forth in a new splendour. Thoie
who died left a note of triumph ringing
in the ears of the world. Recognising
that the Empire needed a shield, they made
one of their bodies and spirits. There
were several ways in which those who
remained could keep faith with the dead
One was by endeavouring to prevent all

further wars by linkiug up with the

League of Nations, which had already
done so much for the prevention of wars.

The speaker concluded by suggesting that
once a year the religious bodies of the
district should unite in a memorial ser

vice on that site.

Piper N. MacKinnon, of the Adelaide

Highland Pipe Band, then ployed .the

lament "Flowers of the forest." and the
memorial was dedicated by the Rev. J.
A. Rowell. The memorial and deeds «f

property were handed over to the custody
of the Campbelltown District Council

through the Chairman (Mr. H. J. Daly)
by the Chairman of the Committee (Mr.
J. Donaldson), whose remarks were euii

plemented by those of Mr. J. W. Smiin.
Besides the names already mentioned the
c-ommittee included Messrs. M. J. Daly,
A. P. Elliott, and W. L. Dixon: Proceed
ings terminated with the sounding of this

"Last post" and "Reveille" by Bugler A.
M. Ind, and the benediction pronoune.ri

by the Rev. A. E. Jones.
_

'The memorial statue was imported from
Italy, and erected by Mr. G. E. Morgan,
monumental tnasou. Victoria square, Ade
laide.


