
 

A TRANSPORT ROMANCE 

The Anzac and a Nursing Sister 

Captain George G. Gardiner, youngest son of the late Mr. Henry Gardiner of Randwick and Mrs. 

Gardiner of Bellevue Hill, has every reason to remember the famous quote from the equally famous 

bard: "All's well that ends well."  

Over four years ago he got into khaki, and Anzac Day has special significance for him, for he saw the 

Gallipoli stunt right through, then went on to Egypt, and from the land of Pyramids, sand and heat, 

was transferred to France, where the big guns boomed in earnest. He saw the great war from the 

thousand and one angles offered by many of the historical battles. Then one day there was a transport 

journey and on board a pretty nursing sister, who has all told four years of service to her credit. Before 

the journey was finished there was a ring on a slim but toil-worn hand and they went their separate 

ways, eventually trusting to the luck that might bring them together again someday. 

Captain Gardiner's next interlude was "prisoner of war" in Germany and there he remained for 18 

months till by and by the luck did stand good, and, at St. Margaret's, Westminster, England, a little 

while ago, there was a smart military wedding, when Sister Emily Cornelia (Corrie) Parish, only 

daughter of the Rev. Doctor W. J. and Mrs. Parish, changed her name to Gardiner, and became a real 

daughter of Australia, though she happened already to be the sister also of an Anzac. Captain Fox, of 

Sydney, was best man, and the confetti throwing, and health-drinking happened at the Hyde Park 

Hotel, London, the honeymooners squandering one whole month in Wales before turning face for 

home, which is Sydney.  

The young Captain and his bride have reached Fremantle and are expected by a transport almost 

immediately. There is a white-haired and proud little mother waiting to greet them both and 

consumed with impatience to see what "My boy looks like after those vile months in Germany." 

                                               

              Sister Emily Cornelia Parish                                        Captain George Guyatt Gardiner 

Source: "A TRANSPORT ROMANCE" The Sun (Sydney, NSW) 27 April 1919, p. 12. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24407399 

 

Epilogue: After returning to Sydney, George Gardiner resumed his career as a Commonwealth public 

servant. The couple were married for thirty-three years and had five children. In December 1939 

Captain Gardiner enlisted again and served with the Army Recruiting Staff during World War II. George 

died in 1952, whilst Corrie passed away in 1959. 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-page24407399

