
LIEUTENANT Reuben Pearce PENNA 
 
Reuben Penna was a Victorian Mounted Policeman 

prior to enlisting; he had also had nearly 5 years 

(both militia and regular) military service.  Penna 

had been a butcher prior to joining the police force in 

April 1911, initially he had served at Cobram and 

then Wonthaggi, before joining the mounted police 

in January 1914. 

 

Enlisting on 7 August 1914 Penna initially served as 

a driver with an artillery ammunition column. Once 

in Egypt in March 1915 Reuben was promoted to 

sergeant and transferred to the 1st Infantry Brigade 

HQ as a MMP.  Serving on Gallipoli from the 

landing, on 6 July 1915 Penna was transferred to the 

1st Division Headquarters, remaining a MMP.  

Sergeant Penna remained with the 1st Division for 

just less than two months.  For his actions he was 

mentioned in despatch;  

 

Has served with the Military Mounted Police with the 1st Infantry brigade and with 

Divisional Headquarters from the 25th April, and has proved himself on all occasions a cool 

and gallant soldier as well as a most efficient assistant to the A.P.M.   He has done yeoman 

service under the extremely trying conditions of the beach under shell fire whilst his gallant 

bearing and coolness have set an invaluable example particularly in landing troops and 

conducting them to their destination at all times of the day and night. 

 

In early September 1915 Reuben was transferred from 

1st Division HQ to the 2nd Division HQ, which at this 

stage where still in Egypt.  Penna was sent back to 

Egypt to join his new unit.  On 17 September he was 

promoted to RQMS.  Penna was recommended for the 

Medaille Militaire for his service on Gallipoli, this 

appears to have been downgraded to a mention in 

despatch, his amended citation read:-  

 

For highly meritorious service with the Military 

Police of the 1st Australian Division, and later as 

RQMS of the 2nd Division.  He has at all times 

displayed coolness under fire and has shown an 

excellent example of energy and reliability.  

 

Penna was promoted to Lieutenant in January 1916; he 

was formally taken on strength by the 12th Battalion on 

20 February.  However it appears that Penna was 

seconded for duty as APM for the 2nd Division at least 

for a time.  Penna took over the role when Captain John 

Williams, the original APM, was promoted and was earmarked to take charge of the newly 

forming Anzac Provost Corps.   



It is unclear as to how long Penna spent as acting APM, in August 1916 he was transferred to 

the 22nd Battalion.  Although formally being with the 22nd Battalion, Penna was at times utilised 

as a Traffic Control Officer (TCO), he was carrying out that role at the time of the photo being 

taken (right). (after a short time Penna was most probably seconded for fulltime duty as TCO; 

not verified) 

 

The photo (right) shows Lieutenant Penna, standing 

behind Captain W Kensett in February 1917.  The pair have 

been taken from a group photo of officers described as 

being the ‘provost marshals of the I Anzac Corps’.  Kensett 

at the time was APM for the 4th Australian Division.  

 

Lieutenant Penna was described as being the 

APM Learner for the 4th Division, 

presumably traffic duties were also Penna’s 

responsibilities.  On 7 November 1918 Lieutenant Penna 

was formally transferred from the 22nd Battalion, back to 

the Australian Provost Corps.  Promoted to Captain, Penna 

then took command of the Australian Corps Field 

Punishment Compound. 

 

Penna was once again mentioned in despatch, this time on 

1 October 1918, the recommendation for his earlier traffic 

control duties, his mention read;  

 

Gallantry under shell fire at Bailleul and Corbie 1918 in 

saving lives and property of civilians under enemy 

bombardment of those places. 

 

Penna remained in France up until May 1919, on 25 May he returned to the U.K., reporting to 

Bhurtpore Barracks at Tidworth for duty.  Reuben remained posted at Tidworth for the 

remainder of 1919, it’s unclear as to the exact date of the group photo at the start of this chapter, 

but it is probably late June 1919, or early July 1919, when the actual peace treaty was signed 

at Versailles, that seems to be borne out by some of the men’s postings to the Tidworth area. 

 

Captain Penna became the DAPM at Salisbury, he is standing next to Mayor James Macklin, 

esq, who served six successive terms as Mayor of Salisbury, commencing in November 1913, 

and coming to an end in 1919. His incumbency of 

the office coincided with the First World War. 

On 16 September 1918 Macklin "was presented 

to His Majesty [King George V] by Lieut.-

General Sir Henry Sclater. The King said to him, 

'I understand, Mr. Mayor, that you have been 

Mayor of the city for five years. I am very grateful 

to you for the unselfish way in which you have 

devoted yourself to the services of the city and to 

myself.' The Mayor, acknowledging this gracious 

remark, said, with becoming modesty: 'I have to 

thank my colleagues for any success I have had 

Your Majesty,' and the King rejoined: 'Will you 
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also express my thanks to your colleagues.' His Majesty, continuing, said he understood that 

his troops on [Salisbury] Plain had been well treated in the way of entertainments and 

hospitality at Salisbury. The Mayor assured His Majesty that the citizens had been pleased to 

do everything they could for the troops, and the King graciously added: 'I wish you to thank 

the citizens for all they have done for the soldiers.' His Majesty then expressed good wishes for 

the Mayor's health and said he wished the Mayor to convey his message to the citizens."  

As mayor of the city he was appointed as a magistrate for the Salisbury petty sessional division. 

He served as deputy mayor during 1919–1920, was made an alderman in 1919, and was given 

the freedom of the city of Salisbury in 1921. The Salisbury Town Hall is the backdrop for the 

photo, it also housed Salisbury’s Courthouse. 

 

During his last few months in the U.K. Reuben organised to go into business in England with 

a fellow officer, he was discharged at London on 3 January 1920. 

 

It is unclear as to how long Reuben remained in the U.K, 

by January 1922 Penna had been re-instated into the 

Victorian Police force, by now he was married (to 

Florence) with two children.  Reuben took charge of the 

station at Redesdale.  In November 1923 he was ordered 

to Melbourne for “strike duty”, as many of the city 

members of the police force went out on strike. 

 

On 24 November 1923 he alighted from a tram in St Kilda 

Road, in front of the police (?) hospital. The tram 

continued on, but apparently Reuben did not see another 

tram travelling in the opposite direction and he was struck 

down by that second tram, he died shortly after as a result 

of those injuries. 
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