
This is a true story of a young man
who grew up at Naracoopa in the
1920’s, in a family that is no longer

resident on the Island. He served in the RAAF
during the early years of World War 11 and
was one of the few Australians who served
in the Royal Air Force’s Bomber Command.
This was just after Great Britain had faced her
darkest hour from a Nazi invasion.
Being an ex-serviceman, I was touched

when Col Lancaster told me about the
Cheese family and his memories of William
Desmond Cheese. 
‘He was my cousin and I always knew him

as ‘Buff ’, occasionally ‘Desmond’, but never as
William. He was six years older than me and
was born on 13 July 1921, in Currie. His par-
ents were Arthur Reginald Cheese and wife
Elsie Isabella, nee Lightfoot; my mother’s sister.
Buff also had a younger sister Mary and
brother Kenneth,’ said Col.
‘Their father, always known as Jimmy, was a

WW1 veteran and for many years, the post-
master at Naracoopa. The Cheese’s home
was on, what is now Rankins Road, near the
Fraser River, and was rebuilt in 1939 after the
fires.
‘Buff was very keen on fishing and swim-

ming as he lived close to the sea. Because our
families lived relatively close to each other, we
caught up quite often with the Cheese family
at Naracoopa. The reason we went there was
that their only transport was a horse and dray. 
‘I can’t remember playing with Buff that

much, but this was probably because he was
sent to the Hobart State High School as a
boarder, around the age of 12. 
‘He had attended the school at Naracoopa

when his father was the President of the Par-
ent’s Association. When Buff completed his
schooling in Hobart, he tried farming on King
Island for a while,” Col said.
‘In September 1939 Buff joined the Volun-

teer Defence Corps and was stationed with
about 12 other men at the Cable Station, still
standing near the mouth of the Fraser River. 
‘The Station was important because of

communications as this is where the newly
laid undersea cable to the Tasmanian mainland
came in. So, they kept a good guard on it. 
‘Buff enlisted in the RAAF in 1940 and

eventually went off to England. I’m sure my
parents would have known that Buff had be-
come a Prisoner of War and was in hospital. 
‘But when the news came through of his

death, we were all shocked. Just as we were
starting to come to grips with it, my older
brother Jack, died the following year when his
RAAF Catalina crashed in the Gulf of Carpen-
taria. 
‘In the 1950’s the Cheese family moved to

Victoria and never returned to King Island, ex-
cept for visits. Mary became a singer and used
the name Mary Desmond, probably in mem-
ory of her eldest brother. 
I think Ken also joined the RAAF, but this

was after the war. I remember Buff as a trust-
worthy person, didn’t get into too much mis-
chief, and tried to do his best.’
When interviewing Col his respect for Buff

was obvious. But I sensed a feeling of sadness
that he didn’t know more about a young man
who lost his life, so early and so far from King
Island.  
While Buff ’s name is on the Island’s World

War 11 Honour Board, I doubt very few on
the island would remember him. With this in
mind the research started to find out more
about him.
All World War 1 veteran’s files are online,

but for the next war the process is just start-
ing. Fortunately in May, while in Canberra, ar-
rangements were made with National
Archives to access the file of Number
408046, Sergeant Cheese, William Desmond,
Air Crew Gunner of 460 Squadron RAAF.
His file comprises a series of approximately

A3 sized sheets, concisely placed. Entries are
brief and full of abbreviations as you would
expect. But if you spend the time, the content
is invaluable and allows the reader to grasp
events from so long ago.
Buff applied to join the RAAF on 13 March

1940, aged 18 and his father signed giving ap-
proval for him to serve. The two responsible
persons who signed as referees were Cap-
tains R. Hooper, the Island’s Warden, and A.
Bertram, the businessman. Buff was obviously
well regarded as both men had served in
World War 1, and were prominent members
in the Island community. Albert Bertram was
also the President of the Rifle Club and the
Captain in charge of the Island’s VDC.
Buff was 5’101/4” (1.78 m), weighed 10

stone six pounds (66 kg) and could expand
his chest 8 cm. His interests were swimming,
rowing, running and jumping and noted that
he belonged to the Currie Rifle Club.
Although a war was on, due process had to

be followed. Buff being in agriculture had to
be manpowered cleared and this was signed
off on the 11 April. On 15 August 1940 Buff
was enlisted and four days later was under-
going training at Number 1 Initial Training
School in Somers, Victoria. At the end of the
course, a month later, he must have impressed
and was promoted to Leading Aircraftsman.
A succession of courses followed where he
was trained in wireless operation and gun-
nery, and on 20 July 1941 was in England as a
Segeant.
Buff ’s RAAF Flying Log Book survived the

War and is in the safe keeping of a niece in
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★ Gases - Oxygen, Acetylene, Shielding, Argon &
Refrigerant gases – ARC Licence AU21365.

★ Electrodes, Wire, Rods
★ Tips, Nozzles, Hoses, Regulators
★ Spare Parts, Dip, Flux
★ Helmets, Goggles, Glasses, Lens
★ Gloves, Aprons, Earmuffs
★ Respirators, Filters

A copy of the telegram sent to the Post Office at Naracoopa on 8 June 1942 and received by
the Post Master, also the next of kin. A double blow for father Jimmy, an ex WW1 veteran.

With acknowledgement to the National Archives Office.

Sergeant Buff Cheese circa 1941 in his RAAF uniform. Courtesy of Erica Lowing nee Cheese 

King Island’s  Buff Cheese


