
AN ON-FIELD LINK BETWEEN CAPTAIN HAROLD (HARRY)  

ERNEST SMITH, 22N D  BATTALION AIF,  KIA, FRANCE,  

26 AUGUST 1916 AND MY FATHER AIF No. 707 

ROBERT CHARLES MITCHELL MM  

 

At some time on 26 August 1916, the day Engineer, Captain Harry Smith. 

was killed in action on the Somme front in the vicinity of Fromelles, my father 

was serving in the 30TH Infantry Battalion AIF under German shell fire in the 

trenches holding the front line in the same area, and it seems Harry was also 

in the vicinity – somehow, somewhere, on that fateful day for Harry, amidst 

all the mud ‘n blood, their paths crossed and my father ended up with a blood 

stained Ordinance map that carried the name ‘Harry Smith.’  

One can reasonably assume that on that day an on-field link existed between 

my father, Captain Harry Smith, and the map. Perhaps he was killed near to 

my father’s position. Perhaps my father attended to his wounds. Perhaps he 

was the one that recovered Harry’s body – sadly, we will never know.  

My father survived the hell of WWI on the Somme and in Flanders where he 

was wounded by shell fire three times, awarded the Military Medal for 

bravery in the field, and reached the rank of CSM.  He served three and three 

quarter years overseas of which two years, five months and five days, were 

spent In the Field amongst the mud and blood of the Western Front. He 

passed away on Thursday 29 August 1985. During all those years he kept 

Harry’s map carefully tucked away amongst his most valuable possessions. 

Recently, I wrote a book titled Mud ‘n Blood about his time in France during 

WWI and the process led to meeting members of the donations and curator 

teams at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, and leaving behind in their 

safe keeping my father’s medals – the Military Medal, 1914/1915 Star, 

British War Medal and the Victory Medal – and three pictures taken in 



1917/18/19 as a lasting record of his service in the Great War, as well as the 

soiled, blood-stained, WW1 military Ordinance Map of the Ostend Sector of 

Flanders that had been issued to Captain Harry Smith, who is mentioned in 

the dedications at the beginning of my book, available through the AWM 

book shop or by emailing mitchellbob6@gmail.com 
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It gives me great pleasure knowing his medals and the other memorabilia, 

including Harry’s map, can be seen and touched by family members and 

others at any time in the future they decide to visit the Australian War 

Memorial in Canberra. Collection number: 2017.1402 


