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- Good Afternoon.   Today, we correct an oversight that is nearly three-quarters of a 

century old by properly honoring the gallantry and courage of Royal Australian Air 

Force Flying Officer (F/O) Edward Thompson Mobsby, presenting his family with his 

Silver Star.   

 

- The Silver Star is awarded for gallantry in action against an enemy and is one of the 

highest1 decorations for valor that can be awarded in our armed forces.   

 
- To the family and friends of F/O Mobsby, thank you for making this journey. 
 
- The Honorable Dr. Nelson, Air Marshall Brown, Mr. Dougherty, Ms. Grant, Warrant 
Officer of the Air Force Pentreath, Chief McDonald, Thank you for attending here today 
as you honor us with your presence at this special event. 
 
- It’s customary for us in the United States Air Force to say a few words about the 

individual receiving the award.  I am extremely humbled and honored to do so today.   

 

- Please allow me to share with you a little bit about F/O Mobsby.  He was born in 

Staffordshire, England in 1910, the only child of Nellie and Edward.  In 1920, the family 

immigrated to Australia.   

 

- As a young man, he took a job at the Bank of New South Wales in Adelaide.  It was 

there he met Erica Joyce Tassie; who also worked at the bank.  They were married on 

the 10th of October, 1936.  A few years later, they welcomed into the world beautiful 

twin daughters – Jenny and Rae.2   

 

- And when war broke out around the world, Edward answered his nation’s call, 

enlisting as part of the RAAF Permanent Forces on 6 Jan, 1941.   

                                                 
1
 The Silver Star is the third highest 

2
 Born in 1939 



- He left behind in South Australia his wife and his two very young daughters, who 

were not yet old enough to remember their father.3  

 

- Sergeant Mobsby’s performance report describes him as “A keen hard worker [who] 

carries out his duties with energy and zeal.  A good airman pilot.”4  His outstanding 

record was such that he was recommended for a commission in February of 1942.5  

 

- Pilot Officer (P/O) Mobsby was “Detailed for Duty with [an] American Squadron.”6   

 

- In those early days of WWII, Royal Australian Air Force personnel were sometimes 

attached to the U.S. Army Air Force, because we had a shortage of qualified crew 

members.    

 

- The personal diary of Gunner Cpl Walter Cook, who was part of P/O Mobsby’s crew, 

mentions that their Aussie mate was respected, greatly admired and loved for his 

sense of humor, energy, and willingness to serve.7   

 

- P/O Mobsby was attached to the 90th Bombardment Squadron.  This unit traces its 

origins to 1917, when it was organized as the 90th Aero Squadron.   

 

- By the time the 90th Squadron fought in WWII, they already had a proud history, 

fighting on the Western Front in the Great War, earning campaign streamers for 

Lorraine, St Mihiel, and Meuse-Argonne.   

 

                                                 
3
 Prior to enlisting in the Permanent Forces, Mobsby had been a member of the Air Force Reserve, joining on 3 

July, 1940.   

4 From RAAF Airmen Pilots Report on Sergeant Mobsby, 19 Feb, 1942.  Records from the National Archives of 
Australia 
5 ibid 
6 Mobsby was posthumously promoted to Flying Officer.  (Pilot Officer is the lowest Officer Rank, Flying Officer 
the second lowest].  Source of quote from National Archives of Australia -  Mobsby’s personnel record   
7 Information relayed via Jenny Read e-mail correspondence 



- The unit lives on today as the 90th Fighter Squadron at Elmendorf AFB in Alaska.  

They fly the F-22 Raptor. The young men and women serving in the 90th Fighter 

Squadron today stand on the shoulders of the giants. 

 

- F/O Mobsby was one of those giants.  Today, we honor his gallantry in action.  Let me 

share with you some of the details from his missions:   

 

- On 25 July, 1942, P/O Mobsby’s B-25 was part of a flight of aircraft who departed his 

operating base at Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea to attack enemy convoys at Buna 

and Gona.  When they started their bombing run, there were no enemy aircraft in sight.   

 

- The Squadron Combat Log recounts what happened next:8 

 

- “Suddenly the flight was attacked without warning by ten to twelve, Japanese 

fighters.  Bombs were quickly salvoed [released all at once] and an echelon of 

diamonds was formed… Schmidt and Mobsby’s aircraft became the diamond point 

lead for one of the two flights.”   

- “…For fifteen minutes a running fight was carried on.  Three direct frontal attacks 

were made and completed by Zeros flying through the formation.” 

 

- The B-25 Mobsby was in was hit with a 20mm cannon shell in the right engine.  The 

engine exploded against the fire wall, breaking an oil line.  The plane eventually landed 

with low oil pressure and no electrical system, which meant it was defenseless. 

 

- The next day, six B-25 crews were ordered to bomb Gasmata and strafe flying boats.  

The Squadron Combat Log states, “This mission closely approached being an all-out 

suicide mission… [since Gasmata was] known to be too far for a safe operation.”   

 

- Everyone on the mission was keenly aware that if the flight was intercepted on the 

way home, they wouldn’t have enough gas to return to Port Morseby.  

                                                 
8 90th Bombardment Squadron Combat Log from the Air Force Historical Research Agency 



 

- When the lead aircraft was unable to start one engine, Lt Schmidt and P/O Mobsby 

aircraft took the lead.  The formation was intercepted en-route by 20 to 30 Zero 

fighters.   

 

- Let me read again from the Combat Logs:  “Lt Schmidt’s and P/O Mobsby aircraft was 

seen blazing as it left the formation.  P/O Mobsby was last seen trying to bail out of the 

top hatch.” 

 

- Three of the crews that day were awarded the Silver Star for gallantry in action, 

including the members of Lt Schmidt’s crew.  Every member of the crew, that is, 

except P/O Mobsby.   

 

- Here, today, we make this right. 

 

- The journey of F/O Mobsby’s family to reclaim what rightly belonged to him began in 

September, 1942.   

 

- That’s when his wife received this telegram:  “Regret to inform you that your husband 

Pilot Officer Edward Thompson Mobsby is reported to be missing as the result of air 

operations on 26th July 1942.”9 

 

- At about the same time, she received a letter from “The Officer in charge of the [90 

Bombardment] Squadron” [Capt Thomas Gerrity] telling her that P/O Mobsby “had 

been recommended for the award of the ‘Silver Star.’” 

 

- Mrs. Mobsby began to make polite inquires for her husband’s personal effects and 

his Silver Star.  In particular, Mrs. Mobsby wrote that she was “most anxious to 

receive” a large blue travelling case.  It had been a wedding gift to the couple.   

 

                                                 
9 Correspondence between E.J. Mobsby and RAAF from the National Archives of Australia 



- Later, she wrote another letter.  She’d “heard nothing further on the subject [of the 

Silver Star],” and she requested assistance to “trace anything further.”   

 

- She was informed that the effects of her husband would be held until his fate was 

determined.   

 

- Patiently, she waited, not knowing what happened to her husband.  On 8 Jun, 1943, 

the remains of Edward Mobsby were recovered in New Guinea.  Later that month, Mrs. 

Mobsby received a letter telling her that her husband is now classified as “having lost 

his life on 26 July, 1942.”  That same letter informed her of husband’s posthumous 

promotion to Flying Officer.  

 

- Finally, in September, 1943, fourteen months after that fateful day the personal 

effects of F/O Mobsby were returned to his widow.    

 

- The list of belongings included common, every-day items you’d expect to find on a 

Serviceman:  a tube of toothpaste, nail-clippers, two blade razors, five “suits pajamas.”   

 

- It also contained some items which I’m certain were treasured by Mrs. Mobsby:  a 

dressing gown, two diaries, one photo album and photos, correspondence, and a 

cheque-book from the Bank of New South Wales.  All items were “contained in a blue 

travelling case.”   

 

- Through it all, Mrs. Mobsby remained brave, private, stoic and very proud.10   

 

- She went back to work, a widow with two young children.  In 1945, she became an 

inaugural member of the War Widows’ Guild of Australia.  For nearly 30 years, she 

served tirelessly in a number of leadership positions to include president in the 

Guild.11  She rightly built her own legacy of working hard for the welfare of others, 

                                                 
10 Derived from e-mail correspondence with Jenny Read 
11 Derived from meeting minutes from the War Widows Guild.  



serving in an organization that today has more than 25,000 members from across 

Australia.   

 

- She cared passionately about her daughters, her grandchildren and her two baby 

great-grandchildren.   

 

- Sadly, she did not live to see today, when we finally present the Silver Star which 

justly belongs to F/O Mobsby -  the honor that she sought so diligently and faithfully 

for her husband.  But I’m sure that if Mrs. Erica Joyce Mobsby was here, she would be 

very, very proud.   

 

- F/O Mobsby’s Silver Star would have remained a casualty of war, buried and lost 

forever if not for the efforts of some extraordinary people… notably, his daughter, 

Jenny Read, who carried on her mother’s quest.   

 

- Her part of the story begins in 2010.12  She was notified by our Joint POW/MIA 

Accounting Command (JPAC) that the wreckage of the B-25 her father flew had been 

positively identified.   

 

- The five-hundred dedicated men and women of JPAC conduct a world-wide mission 

to search for, recover, and identify unaccounted for Americans from our Nations’ past 

wars.  They had received a tip the year before, which eventually led them to the B-25 

crash site.   

- In July, 2011 (69 years to the day) Jenny visited the crash site with her two sons.  The 

family also visited the burial sites13 where F/O Mobsby was laid to rest. 

 

- This is how Jenny “found” her father.  And as part of her discovery, she began to 

look into his record of service.  She found out that the other crew members had 

                                                 
12 Jenny Read’s story derived from her e-mail correspondence 
13 Sites – there were three.  His remains were initially found buried near the crash site.  They were identified in 
Jun 1943; he was reburied in the Soputa War Cemetery.  In 1946, his remains were again moved to the 
Bomana War Cemetery. 



received the Silver Star and uncovered her mother’s quest for F/O Mobsby to receive 

this honor.   

 

- After a lifetime of not knowing much about her father, Jenny found him, and she 

found a hero… a hero whose gallantry in action had gone unrecognized.   

 

- Jenny picked up the tasks her mother began nearly three-quarters of a century before 

- to have returned to the family all that belonged to F/O Mobsby. 

 

- To our U.S. Embassy personnel, the men and women at JPAC, our staff at Air Force 

International Affairs and the Air Force Historical Research Agency, and especially to 

Jenny Read:  words cannot express how grateful we are that you made this day 

possible.  Your tireless efforts ensured a wrong is made right.   

 

- Some may say “Why bother? This was seventy-two years ago.  Everyone involved is 

no longer with us.  What does it matter?”   

 

- To that, I answer:  it matters.  It matters to Jenny and Rae, his daughters, to see their 

father properly honored.  It matters to his grandchildren and great-grandchildren to 

know that they are the scions of a hero.  

 

- And it matters to the men and women serving today.  Think about that F-22 pilot up in 

Alaska, flying in the 90th Fighter Squadron… the same unit F/O Mobsby served with.   

 

- All of those who serve their country and put themselves in harm’s way need to know 

that they can rest assured that their bravery and gallantry in battle will be honored.  

That even seventy-two years from now, the selfless sacrifices they are making will be 

remembered.  That their service matters, and will be rightly honored.   

 

- Ladies and Gentlemen, our heroes like F/O Edward Thompson Mobsby will not be 

forgotten.  Thank you.  Publish the order... 


