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"The Soldiers' Memorial. 

 

UNVEILING CEREMONY. 
 

The unveiling ceremony of 

the Soldiers' Memorial took 
place on Sunday afternoon in 

the presence of a large 
assembly, including the Premier 
(Hon James Mitchell), the 

Colonial Secretary (Hon. F.T. 
Broun), the Chairman and 
members of the Beverley Road 

Board, and other prominent 
citizens. A number of returned 
soldiers were in attendance and 

occupied a position facing the 
improvised platform from which 
the speeches were delivered. 

Mayor Royce had control of the 
musical portion of the 
programme.  

The proceedings, which were 
(presided over by the Chairman 
of the Road Board (Mr. P. 

McDonald), were opened by the 
singing of the National Anthem, 
after which Mr. McDonald briefly 

addressed the gathering, and, in 
the course of his remarks, 
referred to the circumstances 

leading up to the erection of the 
substantial monument which 
they were unveiling that day, 

and thanked the people of 
Beverley and district for the 
generous support which had 
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been accorded, enabling them to erect the fine-monument which he would presently 
ask the Premier to unveil. The names inscribed there on numbered 206,of whom 40 

had paid the supreme sacrifice, and their hearts that day would go out in sympathy to 
the bereaved relatives of those brave boys who had fallen in the fight for freedom. The 
memorial would cost altogether about £165, which, with the exception of a small 

amount of about £15, had been subscribed, and he appealed to those who had not 
already contributed to make up this amount. An application had been put in for a, gun 
to erect alongside the monument, and they were hopeful that this would be available in 

good time. 
The Colonial Secretary (Hon. F. T. Broun) said we all owed a deep debt of gratitude 

to those who had sacrificed -so much for us, and he was pleased to be present that day 

to assist in the unveiling ceremony of a monument to their memory. There was no 
need to elaborate the brave deeds and daring of the Australians on the battlefields, and 
he paid a tribute to those who would never return. They were unveiling that day one of 

the finest memorials in W.A., and he was pleased that such a conspicuous site had 
been selected. Their sympathy went out to those - who had suffered bereavement, and 
it was their duty to do all they could for those boys who had returned. There was no 

man in Western Australia who had the welfare of the returned soldiers more at heart 
than the Premier, upon whom they could confidently rely to do his best for them. 

The Premier (Hon Jas. Mitchell), in his opening remarks, referred to the recent 

world war, and to the conspicuous part played in it by the British Empire. Australia had 
nobly answered the all, and the 300,000 men who went from these shores probably did 

more to win the war than was generally thought. They had given their lives in Gallipoli, 
in Mesopotamia and in France, and to their honour be it said they had never disobeyed 
an order, and had never failed in their duty. The town and district of Beverley had 

nobly answered the call for men, and it was a fitting thing that some lasting memorial 
should be erected to their memory—the bravest of the brave. The boys growing up 
would be reminded by that fine, monument of what had happened in the Great War 

and he wanted them to realise that it was the duty of every young man to offer his 
services when his country was in danger. He was not one of those who believed that 
there would be peace for ever, and his advice was that they should always be 

prepared. He was pleased to have the honour of unveiling such a substantial 
monument to; the memory of those who had offered their lives in the defence of their 
country and Empire, and charged the people of Beverley with the sacred duty of 

preserving the memorial for all time.  
The Memorial, which had been draped with the Union Jack, was then unveiled by 

the Premier, after which "Kippling's Recessional" was sung, and the Rev. E. Saunders 

briefly addressed the gathering, and congratulated the people of Beverley on the 
erection of such a fine monument to the memory of those brave men who had 
answered their country's call.  

The Chairman thanked the Premier for his presence that day, and Mr. Mitchell 
suitably acknowledged the compliment, after which a verse of the National Anthem was 
sung, and the proceedings terminated. 

The stone was supplied by Messrs. Wilson, Grey & Co., of Perth, and is a handsome 
structure 14ft 6in in height, weighing altogether 8 tons. The brass plates on which the 
names are inscribed, were executed by Mr. S. A. Launder, and the whole makes a fine 

ornament to our main street, and a monument worthy of the gallant men who gave 
their services in defence of their country and Empire." 
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