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On 3 February 1916, two months after finishing school, 18 year old Young enlisted giving his trade or calling as 'student" Family
members believe he intended to follow his brothers Douglas and Rupert into the law.7ln 1916 Rupert, then a law student, was
already serving with the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) overseas," as was another brother, Walter. Both had seen action at Gallipoli.

Young embarked from Brisbane as part ofthe 49th Battalion, 3,d Reinforcements on 1 May 1916 aboard HMAT Clan MacGillivray
(A46). Once in England he transferred to the 42nd Battalion, which was preparing for its first overseas deployment," This occurred
on 25 November when the battalion left Larkhill Camp on the Salisbury Plain bound for France.P lhey undertook three weeks'
training in Outtersteene and Arrnentieres before entering the trenches for the first time on 23 December 1916.11 During training in
France, Young was punished for being improperly dressed when he was absent from his billet without his belt. He was confined to
barracks for two days.

The first half of 1917 saw the 42nd Battalion operating in the front line trenches around Arrnentieres, Pont de Nieppe, and the
Ploegsteert sector before moving into the Messines sector in June and participating in the Battle of Messines on 7 June 1917.

During this time Young suffered two bouts of illness requiring hospitalisation. On New Year's Day 1917 he was admitted to hospital
in France suffering from mumps and the painful inflammation known as orchitis. He spent three weeks in hospital, rejoining
the battalion on 28 January 1917. Young spent anotherfortnight in hospital in France during July 1917, this time suffering from
influenza.

He returned to the field on 14 July 1917 and two weeks later, on 1 August 1917, was wounded in action for the first time. He
suffered a severe gunshot wound over one of his eyes during an operation near Messines. The wound was treated at a field hospital
in France and on 27 August Young rejoined the battalion in the field. Just six weeks later, during an operation near Ypres known as
the Battle of Broodseinde Ridge, Young was wounded in action a second time, suffering another gunshot wound to the head. He
spent two months recovering in a hospital in France.

Young returned to his unit on 8 December 1917 and less than a week later, on 12 December 1917, was wounded a third time,
sustaining a shell wound to the middle of his right thigh. The unit diary records that '8 Gothas bombed the camp at Kortepyp about
2.30 pm. 12 men were wounded, 3 very seriously. 3 Gothas were brought down by our own planes." Each timehe was wounded
Young's parents were sent basic information regarding his injuries, which were promptly reported in the local newspapers.

This injury was serious enough to require Young's evacuation to England. He was initially treated at the 9th General Hospital
at Shorncliffe Hill before being moved to the 3,d Australian Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford, a facility dedicated to war-related
psychological conditions.

It seems likely that Young's repeated injuries and proximity to the front line resulted in shell-shock, now known as post-traumatic
stress disorder, a condition that was only just beginning to be diagnosed and understood by the medical professlon.
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Two months later Young was moved to the No.4 Depot at Hurdcott, a convalescent hospital for patients who would take more
than six months to return to the front. He was at both facilities at the same time as Brisbane law clerk Herbert John Pattison. The
medical notes from this period indicate slow but steady progress from 9 March 1918 'Wound healed - stiffness - can't walk far'; 23
April 1918 'Can't walk far'; to 7 May 1918 'Seems fit'; and finally 22 May 1918 'Quite fit, states no disability'.

It was during this period that Young was again disciplined, this time for being absent without leave for two days from 10.00 pm on
14 May 1918. His punishment was to be confined to barracks for seven days and to forfeit three days' pay.

On 22 June 1918 Young returned to his battalion in France one lasttime. Two weeks later he was dead, killed in action on 5 July
1918 following the Battle of Hamel. He was 21 years old.

Little is known about the circumstances of Young's death but stories passed down through the family suggest he may have been
killed by friendly fire." The battalion's war diary records that there was no interference from the enemy that day, and that the
weather was excellent. A sergeant from the battalion told Young's father that Claverhouse was found with a wallet full of papers
and his will, items that, as Charles Young noted 'would be of interest to US.'14

Charles Young wrote to the Base Records Office repeatedly to request more information about his son's death and personal effects,
however no further details were forthcorninq." Young's death deeply affected his mother, who engaged spiritual mediums in an
effort to communicate with her youngest son."

Young is buried in the Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery and is remembered on his father's grave in South Brisbane Cemetery
at Dutton Park."

Joanna Fear and Dr Maria Quirk
Profile image: Portrait of Claverhouse Young, c.1916. Courtesy of Doug Young
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Claverhouse Young's injuries reported in The Northern Herald, 16 November 1917. Trove
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