
The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW : 1842 - 1954), Saturday 12 June 1943, page 11

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article17852450

[

BRAVERY IN
I

RAIDS
->

Many Awards to

Civilians

CANBERRA, Friday.-A long

list of civilian awards for

bravery during Japanese attacks

on New Guinea and North Aus

tralia during 1942 has been ap-

proved by the King, and an-

nounced by the Governor

General, Lord Gowrie.

Episodes from which the

honours arose include the first

and later raids on Darwin, and

the evacuation of civilians from

New Guinea.

The awards include:

O.B.E.

(Officer of the Civil Division of the

Most Excellent Order of the British

Empire.)

Captain (Temporary Major) WIL-

LIAM BRUCE KIRKLAND, M.B.,
B.S., of Braddon, Canberra. The

award is for courageous conduct and

meritorious services at the Darwin

Hospital during enemy air raids. As

Chief Medical Officer for the Northern
Territory, he was continuously on duty

during the raids.

M.B.E.

(Member of the Civil Division of the

Most Excellent Order of the British

Empire.)

Mr. VERNON WILLIAM BURGESS.

of Armadale (Vic). Mr. Burgess,
as district superintendent at Salamaua
for the Department of Civil Aviation,

was in charge of the first evacuation

from Salamaua, and subsequently of

the evacuation of women and children

by air from Port Moresby.

B.E.M.

(British Empire Medal, Civil

Division.)

Mr. ARNOLD ALLEN MANSFIELD,

of Collie (W.A.), a clerk m the Post-

master-General's Department. When

pan of the post-office building and

the telephone exchange were de-

molished, the postmaster and nine
I

members of the staff were killed. Mr.
I

Mansfield Immediately assumed re-

sponsibility for the postal services and

carried on in extreme difficulty, be-
cause of enemy bombing and the lack

of facilities for repair and mainten-

ance.

Mi-. WILLIAM THOMAS DUKE, of

Alice a in the tele-

Mi-.

Alice Springs, a supervisor in the tele-

graph branch. He accompanied the

engineer to the emergency telegraph
ofllce, where he continued to operate
the communication services under

conditions of grave personal danger.

COMMENDATIONS

FOR BRAVE CONDUCT.

Captain RUPERT CATALANO,

M.B., B.S., care 271 Old South Head

Road, Bondi.

Sister MYRTLE ELIZABETH

COUSINS, of New Farm. Brisbane.
Sister JESSIE MORRIS, of Bentley

(Vic. i.

I

Probationer Nurse EDNA RAW-
I

LINGS mow Mrs. H. Birley), care
i

Mrs. Rawlings, 57 Whaling Road,
North Sydney. Nurse Rawlings

!

¡

worked throughout the raid, calmly
I

|

getting patients disposed under their
j

i

beds and into comparative safety. She
i

!

displayed brave conduct and devo-.
'

tion to duty in the face of extreme

j

i

danger from enemy bombing.
|

FOB. BRA VE CONDUCT DURING

THE FIRST AND MANY SUBSE
I

QUENT RAIDS ON DARWIN.
!

Mr. BRUCE ACLAND, of 40 Comi
iston Avenue, Concord (N.S.W.). He
'

stuck to his post end sent out an alarm
¡signal while the radio hut was under
machine-gun fire.

¡FOR BRAVÉ CONDUCT AT CIVIL
AERODROMES.

Mr. EDMUND GEORGE BETTS, of

Essendon (Vic), a senior radio in-

spector in the Department of Civil

Aviation at Darwin at the time of the
first raid.

I

Mr. LESTER JOSEPH BRAIN.
i A.F.C., A.M.I.E., of Brisbane, who was
1

in charge of ferry operations of flylng
. boats to Java when Broome was

i heavily raided in March, 1942. He
¡

organised the rescue of passengers
from aircraft destroyed on the water,

'

and was instrumental in the success
I

of various undertakings required in

the transport of men and equipment
!

to the forward zones.

Messrs. HENRY GEORGE BLAKE,
!of Berry Street, Clyde (N.S.W.),
!

ROBERT LEWIS BOREHAM. of Berry
'

Street, Clyde, DOUGIAS CHARLES
1

MUIR, oi Brisbane, and PHILIP LAW-

RENCE TAYLOR, of Caulfield (.Vic).

These lour ground engineers em-

ployed by rlie Stephens Aviation Co. in

New Guinea displayed great courage
and devotion to duty in servicing air-

craft being used tor the evacuation of

¡civilians from New Guinea.
|

Mr. ARTHUR PHILLIP TARLTON.
! of North Adelaide. He was control
j

officer for the Department of Civil j
|

Aviation in the first and subsequent
:

raids on Darwin.
>

I

Mr. WILLIAM WAKE, of Hamilton
|

(Q.i. flving-boai base control officer
I

for the Department, of Civil Aviation.
'

I

Although knocked down by bomb-blast i

1

during th? first raid on Darwin and
|

suffering trom concussion, he effected
!

the rescues of men from wrecked ves
13els in a launch.
i

FOR VALUABLE SERVICES IN

CIVIL AVIATION.



CIVIL

MR. CLIVE ROBERT BERNARD

(posthumous i.

Mr. Bernard was employed by W. R.

Carpenter and Co. as an airline pilot.

When Wau aerodrome was under

heavy fire from enemy aircraft, Mr.

Bernard, although ordered to take

cover, ran across to his aircraft and

took off without engine cowlings. He

was chased by Zero fighters, but suc-

ceeded in escaping, and undoubtedly
I

saved the machine from destruction.
j

A few days later he was killed in a

flying accident.
I

MR. WILLIAM HERBERT CROW-

THER, of 29 l,ord Street. Roseville,

Sydney. During the raids on Darwin,
Mr. Crowther, an airline pilot in

Qantas Empire Airways, took off in

a flying-boat from the harbour, thus

saving it from destruction.

MR. ERIC JOHN STEPHENS, of

Toorak (Vic). Mr. Stephens, who was

managing director of the Stephens
Aviation Co., flew a number of trips

from Wau to Port Moresby in an old

aircraft, thereby saving a large num-

ber of civilians from capture by the

enemy.
MR. NORMAN ROBERT WHJDE,

of Bald Hill (Q.). He piloted an old

aircraft during the evacuation from

New Guinea, saving a number of

women and children.

MR. LEWIS ROBERT AMBROSE,
of 10 Coorabin Road, Northbridge,
Sydney, a pilot in Qantas Empire Air-

ways. He did excellent work in main-

taining essential and vital services

in flights between Java and Broome

during February, and later continued

to operate aircraft through the war

zones, conveying men and munitions

to New Guinea and returning with
sick and wounded.

MR. ORMOND DARE DENNY, of

25 Woodland Road, Lindfield, a pilot

in Qantas Empire Airways. He played
a prominent part in the evacuation oí

civilians from New Guinea. He flew a

series of trips carrying in vital per-

sonnel and equipment before the

enemy attack, and later completed
most hazardous and valuable opera-
tions.

MR. RUSSEL BROOKE TAPP, oi

40 Wunulla Road, Point Piper, a pilot

in Qantas Empire Airways. By his

devotion to duty and tenacity he

helped to keep the Empire mall and

passenger route open until within 14

days of the fall of Singapore. Later,
while acting as co-pilot of a fiylng

boat which crashed in Darwin Har-

bour, he was brought aboard the rescue

launch, but immediately re-entered

the water, and, in darkness, swam into

the Interior of the sinking hull search-

ing for any survivors who might have
been trapped.


