SERGEANT JOSEPH HORACE BAILEY

3563 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Born in July 1888 at Wellingborough, Northampton, England, Joseph Horace Bailey was baptised on 25 July the same year.  His parents were Joseph Austin and Ann Bailey.

A medical examination, also at Adelaide, on 11 February 1916 recorded that he was 27 years and 7 months of age.  He stood 5ft 10ins tall and weighed 135 lbs.  He had a fresh complexion, hazel eyes and hair turning grey.  Alexander was of the Church of England faith.  He was considered ‘fit for active service’. 

Joseph signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, and the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ on 11 February 1916 at Adelaide, South Australia.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his mother Mrs. Ann Bailey of No.2 Nobles Building, Church Street, Wellingborough, Northampton, England.

He underwent initial training at ‘B’ Company, 2nd Depot Battalion, from 11 February to 15 March.  Joseph was appointed to the 4th Tunnelling Company, Australian Mining Corps on 16 March 1916 with the rank of Sapper.  On 22 May 1916 he embarked at Sydney for the Western Front on board Warilda.
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Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Australia & Tasmania consisting of a Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs embarked and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

From Perham Downs, Joseph proceeded overseas to France on 29 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot at Etaples on 30 August.  He was taken on strength of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company (1ATC) on 30 September 1916.

Joseph reported sick on 12 January 1917 and was admitted to 47 D.R.S. with Albuminuria.  He was transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station on 21 January and then to the 32nd Stationary Hospital at Wimereux on 27 January with albuminuria and cellulitis of the leg.  On 1 February he was evacuated to England on board Hospital Ship Aberdonian where he was admitted to the Royal Victoria Hospital, Netley, with nephritis.  He was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford on 11 April and discharged to furlough on 11 May.

Joseph marched in to No.1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on completion of his furlough on 28 May.  On 7 June he marched in to the Draft Depot and proceeded overseas to France on 24 June and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot at Rouelles on 25 June, rejoining his unit on 29 June.

[image: image2.jpg]14
"El ||| S B&s[cv. } ii.mv»&sics.
;\

”ecl i ac}zcn. < 314047

I




Joseph Horace Bailey was killed in action on 31 October 1917.
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Joseph had been a member of 1ATC from September 1916 until his death in October 1917.  In that period he would have worked at Hill 60 in the preparations for the Battle of Messines Ridge.  He also most likely worked on the digging of the Catacombs at Hill 63 and dugouts in the Hollandscheschuer, Grand Bois, Bellewarde and Hooge craters.  

He may have been involved with the Easter Raid of April 1917 and the accidental explosion of 25 April 1917, which killed 10 members of his unit.  

Josephs’ mother was granted a pension of 40 shillings a fortnight commencing 8 January 1918.  His personal effects consisting of a wallet, letters and photos were forwarded to his mother also in January 1918.


War memorabilia relating to the service of Joseph Horace Bailey was issued to his eldest surviving blood relative, his brother Ernest Richmond William Mason, between 1921 and 1922.  It included the British War Medal; Victory Medal; Memorial Scroll and King’s Message; Memorial Plaque and the pamphlet “Where The Australians Rest”.
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Joseph Bailey was buried at the Menin Road South Military Cemetery, grave III.K.22.  





Roy Mason, Alexander Hood and Archie Ivall occupy graves III.K.21, 23 & 24.








Photo of headstone and Menin Road Cemetery by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











Red Cross Files:


“Informant described Hood as about 5ft. 6 inches high, medium build, slightly bandy legged, very jovial disposition, aged about 45/6.  Came from Auburn.  Married with 8 children.


Informant stated that he had received a letter from Sergeant Shores that Hood and Sergeant Mason were both killed by the same shell at Zillebeke about 30/10/17.  They were supervising road building at the time.  Shores added that he had buried them in the cemetery at Zillebeke.


Informant stated in addition that Hood was a very good chap, and was a particular pal of his.”


Informant: 188 Sergeant J.H. Mitchell, 1ATC





“Was in No.4 Section – called  “Alex” – was a Sergt.  He came from Strathfield, Sydney – I saw him killed by a shell at Half-Way-House off Menin Road.  He had just come up out of a dug-out – three others were killed by the same shell.  He was buried at a Cemetery just outside Menin Gate (Ypres Rd).  I saw his grave it had a cross with his name, No. etc.,  I cabled and wrote to his wife giving full particulars I also wrote to his mother.”


Informant: 3370 Summer J. 1st Tunn. Coy.








The Commonwealth War Graves Commission records:





Killed in action 31/10/17 Aged 30 III. K. 22. Son of Annie Bailey, of the Liberal Club, Flickney, Leicester, England, and the late Joseph Austin Bailey. Native of Wellingborough.








Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 


Abridged











The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris




















Red Cross Files:


“Informant described Hood as about 5ft 6 inches high, slight build, fair complexion, aged about 44/45.  Came from Sydney, married with 7 or 8 children.  Left Australia with Informant per “Warilda” on 22.5.16.


Informant states that they both belonged to the 1st Tunnelling Company.  On 31.10.17 the Company was at Half Way House Menin Road sinking a shaft.  The Germans started to shell them and Hood and Sergeant Mason took cover in a Cookhouse when a shell came over right into the Cookhouse killing the two of them instantly.  Hood appeared to have been killed by concussion as no marks were to be seen on his body.


Informant was close by and saw them two minutes afterwards.  He was also present at burial just outside Ypres and saw a cross being made for the grave. 


Informant added that Hood was well thought of by all.”


Informant: 3658 Sapper John O’Bryne, 1st Tunnelling Company, A.I.F.




















The Australian war photographer Captain Frank Hurley visited the Hooge Crater dugouts three days before the Battle of Menin Road and described the conditions he found:


	


It is a wretched job as they are working 25 feet below the surface level and most of the time knee deep in mud, which they jocularly term ‘hero juice’ on account of it percolating through tiers and tiers of buried corpses.  Most of the men are miners and they are applying their knowledge to supreme advantage whilst the Boche shells whiz and burst around them.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 241








While the last push was struggling through the mud towards Passchendaele, the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company suffered a tragic loss – albeit merely a footnote in the greater tragedy being played out in the mud and blood on the slopes leading up to the village.  On 31 October, Sergeant 3607 Alexander Hood, who had been photographed by the Australian War photographer at the Hooge Crater dugout only one month earlier, was killed when a long range high explosive shell hit the unit’s forward cookhouse at the Halfway House, just south of Birr Cross Road.  Killed also were Sappers 3563 Joseph Bailey, 145 Archie Ivall and 5579 Roy Mason.  The deaths occurred 8,500 metres behind the battle front and resulted in a final October tally of twelve men killed in action or dying of wounds from the ranks of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company.


Damien Finlayson ‘Crumps and Camouflets’, page 258











