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OCTOBER 20TH 
Came home from Morphetville and boarded trojp ship 
"ASCANIUS". Everything seems to be fixed up comfortably. 
The hammocks appear to be rather close. We've left the 
Outer Harbour at 4.30. Had pleasant surprise just after 
we sailed, one that I least expected but I feel happy about 
it. 

WEDNESDAY 21ST 
Went on guard until 9.30 Thursday morning.Sick as anything. 

FRIDAY 23RD 
Laid down all day. 

SATURDAY 24TH 
Feeling better, went below for breakfast. We have just 
passed Albany. Land in sight all the morning . 

SUNDAY 25TH 
Berthed at Fremantle Wharf. Had Church Parade on wharf. 
Applied for leave but could not get it. Spent all day on 
board had a good time. 

MONDAY 26TH 
Up early. Going out today if I get leave. No leave. 
Uncle Dick and Herb came down to see me this evening. Had 
a short talk to them. First time I've seen them since I 
was a kid 12 or 13. Going to try to get special leave 
Wednesday next to go and see them. 

TUESDAY 27TH 
Went out to the Fremantle Ranges. Fired 10 rounds at 
targets placed on sandhills. Very pretty scenery around. 
Cottesloe, large trees and different kinds of vegetation. 
The gardens look a lot better than those of Adelaide as 
far as being green and blooming goes. 

WEDNESDAY 28TH 
Paraded before Captain for the leave. I think I'll get it. 
On the wharf for physical drill until our call. Leave has 
been cancelled. Spent a quiet afternoon. Pulled out to 
sea and anchored. 

THURSDAY 29TH 
Those that had not had leave are going ashore today. Been 
to Midland Junction. Saw them all, said goodbye. They have 
both got bonzer better homes and they seem to be very 
happy. Uncle Herb and Auntie Phyllis are still lovers. 

FRIDAY 30TH 
On guard today, pulled into the whar~ again. Rotten, had 
to finish a picket as well, as guard short of men. Had to 
do 4 hours on, 4 off. 

SATURDAY 31ST 
Came off guard had muster parade 
W.A. men coming aboard now, will 
went out and anchored after all. 

all of "B" Coy present. 
sail this ~e. Only 

a (fe,,· n ,.,o ,, 



SUNDAY NOVEMBER 1ST 
Church Parade in the 
by futile efforts to 
to see the Tommies. 
Hope so. 

MONDAY 2ND 

morning, quiet time all day. Broken 
see launch load of people coming out 
Very likely sail for Albany tonight. 

Sailed today, not for Albany, steering N.W. Gone to the 
pack again. 

TUESDAY 3RD 
Still on same course. Convoy came in sight in afternoon. 
Big lot of ships. Been warned for Guard duty. Went sick, 
got some pills. Rotten. 

WEDNESDAY 4TH 
Nothing doing still very crook. 

THURSDAY 5TH 
Not too bad this morning. On Guard again. Missed Guard, 
nothing doing. 

FRIDAY 6TH 
Parade descriptive targets. Innoculation \ past 11, arm 
got very sore during the night. We are travelling very 
slow. 

') 

SATURDAY 7TH M1lb . 

Arm rather better this morning. Went 258 k~s yesterday. 
Life belt parade, another one tonight I think. 

SUNDAY 8TH 
Church parade. Funeral in the 5th Battalion. Quiet all day 
Major Bearn and his Lieutenant had a pugilistic encounter. 
Result to the Lt., black eye very bad. 

MONDAY 9TH 
Same old thing, getting very hot. 

TUESDAY 10TH 
Our first victory H.M.A.S. Sydney settled the Emblem or some 
such. Emden, gun, boat. Much rejoicing. Free beer too. 

WEDNESDAY 11TH 
On guard. Slight storm in the night. Funeral from the 
Merle Courtney. Heavy claps of thunder awoke us, thought 
the ship was- in action. 

THURDAY 12TH 
Came off duty. Nothing doing but calm and cloudy. Writing 
letters, put news in them that I shouldn't have so can't 
post them in Colombo. 

FRIDAY 13TH 
Wet all day parade cancelled. Writing·more letters. Calm 
weather. 

SATURDAY 14TH 
On guard all day, nothing doing. 
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SUNDAY l5TH 
The Sydney pasi,3ed through the convoy· at five otclock this 
morning. Carrying the wounded, those who were hurt in the 
action with the Emden. Church Parade. Paid lO/- thts 
morning. In sight of Ceylon. Hilly in the background. sjw 
large school of porpoise this morning. Dropped anchor 
in Colombo roadstead at 2 o~clock in the afternoon. There 
are a lot of Catamarans, queer square sailed boats,, with an 
out-rigger, the men naked, they manage their queer looking 
craft with wonderful skill. Cannot see much of the Colombo 
from the deck. It has been raining and the air is clear and 
cool. 

MONDAY 16TH 
Parade at 8.30. Very hot. Awoke to the sound of revilie 
and two guns from the Russian Cruiser. The water in the 
roadstead is a dirty yellow caused I presume by the shallow 
water. We are to be served with more uniforms, tunics and 
caps. Cannot go ashore, would like to. 

MONDAY 16TH 
Paid orderlies for a fortnight. Spent a quiet day .. 

TUESDAY 17TH 
On guard. The Darkies came around and dived for money. 
They are quite at home in the water. One man had only one 
arm but was as expert as his comrades in getting the money. 
One dived from the life boat on the boat deck. We sailed 
away from Colombo about l2 today. We were soon out of srght 
of land. Now innumerable flying fish. 

WEDNESDAY 18TH 
Came off guard. Raining. ; ·· warm. No land in sight .. 

THURSDAY 19TH 
Parade 2 o'clock for innoculation. 2.55 for lecture on 
the laws of war according to the Geneva Conference. 

FRIDAY 20TH 
Parade half past 8. Lecture on defence and field tactics. 
General fire direction. Calm and hot. 

SATURDAY 2lST 
Something doing this :morning at 4~30 a colli-si-on occurred, 
the sudden shock woke us all up. There goes the mud book 
someone said. Suddenly a terrible crash s·hook the shlp and 
it gave a big roll, a sound of rending plates, then silence!
Then as the men flew out of their hammocks, graboed tfi_ej:r 
life belts, the stand fast was blown and w±th a few
exceptions we all sat down in our messes. It was· a 
terrible moment, said "B" Coy being on the bottom deck. 
Sometime elapsed before the order to advance a,nd ta,ke up our 
different positions. The men were very cool and .t.t speaks 
well for men who have been such a short time under di·scipline. 
The Officers came down with their shooting irons· i-n 
prominence. There is a hole above the water l;i.:ne about 
25ft by l8". All very thank£ul for the accident being no 
worse. It is not known whether any lives were lost. Some 
men jumped from the other boat, our number is scraped off. 
The stern life boat was carried away. They are taking the 
muster roll. As we stood on the deck awaiting the re.sul t 
the sun rose over the sea. The Shropshire was the other 
boat. It was a strain to the nerves· to sit there and wait, 
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not knowing whether the boat was sinking or what was 
happening. No lives were lost in the collision on either 
ship. The extent of the damage was much greater than thought 
at first. A lot of plates were strained below the water 
line. Paraded. Rifle lecture mechanism, erect kneeling 
and prone positions, rapid and independant firing. Lecture 
on defence positions. 

SUNDAY 22ND 
Ship made 24 hours (300 miles ) since we left. Also 2 inches 
water. Church parade on boat deck. Still working the 
spuds. The W.A.s are at it today, rotten spuds awful 
smell. Spuds in boxes are bad for the back, for taking 
off skin and putting in splinters. We are with the leading 
ships, going some too. There are a few ships out of sight 
behind and some almost out of sight in front. The orders 
for repairs have gone on by wireless, dry dock at Port Said 
I suppose. We ought to see land tonight or tomorrow 
morning. 

MONDAY 23RD 
Parade. Rifle exercises. Fog drill for the transports. 
Land in sight Socoha Island 292 miles of mountainous 
country. 

TUESDAY 24TH ! 
Sea as calm as a mil~ pond. No land in sight. Missed 
guard. Parade at 3.45. Squad drill. Lecture on 
behaviour, also physical ex. 

WEDNESDAY 25TH 
Anchored in the Aden Roadstead at 7 o'clock. Very mountainous 
country. Sandy out from the sea shore. Just won a tin of 
preserved fruit from Pearcy Glory. I think we will go to 
Aden. I hope so. We have pulled in. The ship was 
surrounded with boats with all kinds of wares. The Arabs 
are good businessmen. There is a little harbour here. 
Motor cars come right along the sea front, camels in 
carts and small mobs of cattle. There are some very 
lovely Oriental looking buildings scattered about. There 
is a very rough range of hills on the Port side, that is 
East of the ship. The buildings are neat. We had physical 
parade 1.15. Tea time. 

THURSDAY 26TH 
Slept on the boat deck awakened at 4 o'clock. Sailed before 
sunrise, are just altering the course to run into the Red 
Sea. Parade full marching orders. Inspection of rifles 
and equipment. Simpson paraded before the rest of the 
company as an example how to pack the best pack. It is 
very hot down below. Came through the straits of Sabel 
about 7 o'clock. Rumours of two Turkish Periman starboard 
side of two Turkish war boats. We are in the Red Sea now. 
Don't feel too safe with them prowling around in the dark. 
Time will show. 

FRIDAY 27TH 
All is well. Passed the 12 ~pestles. Great painted rocks 
sticking up from the sea. Past a large rock or more like 
a island with a light house well back from the water. 
Very barren. Came near going down to E troop by a short cut 
this morning. Bcfked my sJ,in. One man fell down broke his 
jaw. Paraded with rifles. Shave everv dav now_ 
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SATURDAY 28TH 
Lot of transports have passed going homeward to India I 
think. Great excitement this morning, men wild with delight. 
It is reported we are going to disembark in 3 days time to 
try and scrap with the Turkish Egypt Parade. Ship rolling. 

SUNDAY 29TH 
Windy, seas kicking up a spray. Church parade. Nothing 
much doing in the evening. 

MONDAY 30TH 
On Guard, vaccinated. Land in sight before dinner time. 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 1ST 
Anchored off Port Suez about 9.30 a.m. H.M.A.S. Hampshire 
came alongside. German prisoners transferred to her from 
the Orviella. Natives coming around boat to sell fruit. 
Very rugged hills on port side of boat. Heavy wind during 
the night. Came off Guard. 

WEDNESDAY 2ND 
Started to go up the Suez about 7 o'clock. Had a search 
light fixed to the bows. Sat up till after lights out to 
see all there was to see. There is a small place right on 
the opening. I think the main part of the town is 
farther back. Then came trees along the railway line and 
sand and shrubs as far as the eye could see. Today we 
were up rather early to see all there was to see. Passed 
a few stations where there were white men and women and 
children. Also numerous small camps of GhUrkas or Shieks 
who signalled good wishes and farewells. 

The most of them seemed to send the word Punjab I suppose 
the place in India where the Regiment came from. The trees 
growing along the railway line resemble pines whether they 
are or not I can't find out. They seem to grow very well 
in the sandy soil with salt water so close. A sort of grass 
grows here very prolific too. The land both sides of 
the canal is marsh land with a lot of water. There are 
fishing boats in the distance. Arrived in Port Said about 
12 o'clock and dropped anchor opposite the Casino Hotel, 
on the outer end of the wharf or Esplanade. It is a very 
pretty place. The buildings are mostly 2 stories or more. 
There is a nice little park just across the way. There 
are Native, French, British people on the streets. The 
Egyptian flag waves on the Esplanade, crescent and star. The 
New Zealand transports have sailed on for Alexandria, where 
we will soon go. There is a lot of shipping in the Harbour 
cruisers torpedo,e boats. Destroyers and steam pinnacles, 
GIT11Jboats and Oyster boats. Mail has come aboard none for 
me so far. Had a lot of signalling with the boys of the 
Durwak standing to attention and cheering us as the 
transports passed. 

THURSDAY 3RD 
One ship the H.M.S. Hampshire went out this morning. We 
are about 4 or 6 miles from Port Said, anchored with 6 or 
7 other transports going to some place on the Nile, 10 miles 
from Cairo. Will leave here in the morning for Alexandria. 
There is a torpedo boat cruising around us, it is a tiny 
craft a destroyer is anchored not far away. They are 
telling tales of exploits of the Perth and Fremantle. Bed 
ti'me·.. Had a concert tonight. Still anchored. I't has been 
windy all day, it is calmer now. Packed packs for full 
marching order. Fountain pen off. Pearce 2/6. 
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FRIDAY 4TH 
Still anchored here. Very cloudy this morning. Sports this 
afternoon. Drizzly rain. Torpedoe boat came and laid off 
and a boat was lowered to bring the Bishop and wireless 
oper~for off. Started for Alexandria at 5 o'clock this 
afti~J~t'M•·Rtimours of a Holy War, if so we will be in active 
service soon. Great excitement and bustle, men left 
packing of packs until last minute so everything is packed 
and swear about missing pieces of equipment. 60 or 70 
thousand Turkishiroops with~sixty miles of Cairo. 

l 

SATURDAY 5TH 
Arrived in Alexandria about 7 a.m. Raining _off and on all 
day. There are a lot of sailing boats in the Harbour. 
Proceeded at 1.10 p.m. for inspection and full marching 
order. Don't think we will go ashore today. Officers 
stopping bum boats from selling around ship. Threatened 
them with revolver. Did not get ashore. 

SUNDAY 6TH 
Church and muster parade. A lot of soldiers went ashore 
last night a good many came back during the night. Spoil 
our chances of leave I suppose. Hear we are going ashore 
tomorrow. Hope so getting tired of being cooped up, 
especially when we are so near to land. The "Katuna" came 
in this morning. The Orrunah which was alongside us has 
gone out to the pier to unload. The Suldatina and the 
Port Lincoln came in and dropped ancho~.,t, we pulled into the 
pier. Unloading transports. Special Guards furnished 
by the 10th and 11th Battalions. Had the natives scrambling 
for coins. They are prickly fierce in the ruck. The 
policemen help keep order with the aid of a whip which 
they use without stint on legs and men are very sensitive 
tonight. Will not be surprised if there is a number 
missing in the morning. Disembarking and going by train 
to Cairo in the morning. People seem to be on the whole 
rather good looking though rather slight in the poor 
classes. The sight of children seems to bring the mind 
back to home and those loved ones more strongly than 
anything else. To see white women too acts the same. 

MONDAY 7TH 
Working all day unloading ship. Got off at 3 o'clock onto 
the wharf but have to wait for some of the company who 
had gone ashore and had not come back. The ship is 
ready to go out I suppose. They think they would not be 
going off until tomorrow. It is sickening having to wait 
for other men who have no right to hamper their Comrades. 
Staggered aboard weighed down by missing Comrades belongings. 
Left Alexandrina 4.45 for Cairo. Single file for cup 
of cocoa and ro~d cheese very acceptable. Marched down 
to Electric · ,E·--"' ~ars Boarded them and set sail for the camp. 
The fastest and est car ride I've ever had. The cars 
race up and down. We had to march about a mile to reach 
camp and bivouacked in the sand. There are two pyramids 
to the left of us, the direction in which Cairo lies. 
There are a lot of soldiers here now. Bully and biscuits 
for breakfast. Got into camps at 2.45. 
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TUESDAY 8TH 
Bully and biscuits for dinner. Carried stones off hill to 
mark the Battalion boundry. Terrible job to get the Batt. 
in right position. Kept us moving about. Man killed in 
Cairo for molesting a native woman. Rumours of other 
murders but do not know if this is true. We have a good 
position here. It is very sandy. Cold and dewy at night. 

WEDNESDAY 9TH 
It rained a bit last night and a lot got their blankets wet, 
having no tents to cover us. Most of us put our water 
proofs over and so saved ourselves. Drying blankets on the 
sand this morning. Lovely morning, the sun is shining 
over the pyramids. Have no meat for breakfast, put on 
fatigue until meat was cooked. Paraded after dinner and 
carried stores. Tea at 4.30 in lying picket, slept in 
equipment, rained again. The Jacobs ladder, Seven Sisters 
and the compass are all visible here in the South East. 
They are in the N. West in Australia. 

THURSDAY 10TH 
Stood to arms at day break. 
There are bands playing all 
at night after going to bed 

FRIDAY 11TH 

Leave started yesterday . 
hours of the day. Pulled out 
to hand in our pay books. 

Went sick and got some Aabloids. Went on parade after 
breakfast. Had a shave by an Arab barber. Carried some 
more stones after dinner. Went up to go around pyramids. 
They looked alright. A Private from the first battalion 
named Ve Vess fell about 300 feet to the road way below. 
He was awfully cut about the head, someone said they 
wished they had a stretcher. I cast around and bagged a 
ladder used for holding up a tramline and we carried him 
to the Menoh Hospital. I do not think he will recover. 

SATURDAY 12TH 
The man died about 6.30 this morning. Boys, we will have 
something to write home about. Paid today, I drew 43~ 
piastres or 9/-. Went for a bath this morning at Mena 
House. It is a lovely place. Went to the big Pyramid 
Keoph's {or Cheop's). 451 feet high, covering at the 
base 14 acres of ground. Went through it and saw the 
tombs of the King and Queen and their daughter. Saw the 
Sphinx and his tombs. The tombs of the Statues and 
several other things of interest. 

SUNDAY 13TH 
Church parade in the morning. Got hauled over the coals 
by Lieut. for not obeying order "eyes right", did not 
hear the order. Our coy got ragged. Leave in the 
afternoon. Went to Cairo. Not much of a place for 
innocent amusement, plenty of facilities for satisfying 
the passions (lustful). ~ad tea in a restaurant, eggs 
and bacon and tea. Went around the town a bit, 3 of us. 
Bought sticks must be regimental. Went to a theatre in 
evening. There were a few good turns. The pieces were 
all in the languages spoken here. Came out, got a car for 
Ghizeh, got off changed to Menoh House car and so got 
home. n;:Nfl 



MONDAY 14TH 
Warned for guard, had ten minutes to pack and put equipment 
together. Got on first relief, presented arms whilst 3 
Battalions marched past. Makes ones arms ache. We have 
30 men under detention. 

TUESDAY 15TH 
Came off guard. Went on Battalion parade. But did not 
have to go on route march. No parades for guard .. Heard 
the T. S. Afric was sunk by Turk's cruiser. Went on 
fatigue in morning and afternoon. 

WEDNESDAY 16TH 
Fell in at 8 a.m. and went for a march to the parade 
ground. Drilled until dinner time. Battalion coy section 
drill. Back to camp about 3 p.m. 

THURSDAY 17TH 
Went sick this 
cough mixture, 
bottle. Light 

FRIDAY 18TH 

r}; '" f) 
morning. Had to go to Mench Pharmacy 
had to buy it too. 8 piasters per 
Duty. Nothing to do all afternoon. 

for 

Got up, went on early morning parade blew out, asked to 
be paraded before the doctor because I had missed sick parade 
said I could be paraded after Battalion Parade, but was 
too ill to go on parade. Colour Sgt. let me fall out. 
Cleaned up tent and liner this morning. Very misty. Knocked 
around all afternoon. Went sick in evening. No duty . 

SATURDAY 19TH 
Went sick, went Mena House for more medicine. Up for 
Lance Corporal, something doing. Laid about and wrote out 
sick report forms this morning. Went out in afternoon for 
a bit of practise giving orders and detailing. Rifle 
ex' s. 

SUNDAY 20TH 
Rotten this morning, tried to dodge Church parade, no go. 
Hell to pay this morning did not put Kits out right. 
Inspection of lines by Colonel Wier. Slept all afternoon, 
feeling a bit better. 

MONDAY 21ST 
Went on parade, feeling a lot better. Bayonet fighting 
squad drill, fatigue party to put up tents. Dinner time, 
more tent pitching. Attended a French Class. (tre 
difficile). 

TUESDAY 22ND 
Went on Battalion parade just about blew out. Leave in 
afternoon. Went to Cairo. Went all over the place saw the 
can-can danced. Depraved. One of the most immoral places 
in the world. I should think thousands of houses of ill 
repute. Came home and went to bed. Had a good feast before 
we came home, chicken, splendicious. 

WEDNESDAY 23RD 
Battalion parade. Tactics in attacking trenched positions. 
Came home tired. Pay day, not drawing any. Lance Corporals 
were detailed, old soldiers. 

THURSDAY 24TH 
Battalion parade blew out, and had to follow on. Had full 
packs up. Lost my wind. Very short winded since my illness. 
(;A11aht- t-hPm ~t- ri'lT\TIOr +-;"''"' ,...~~~ 1-..~-- "'--- ---- .,_ .L.1...- .,... ___ _ _ _ , 



FRIDAY 25TH 
Xmas day (obviously longer morning. Sports today. Feeling 
very stiff in the calves. Severe racking from Brigadiers 
re behaviour on Church parade. Absolutely disgraceful. 
Non corns got racked after, so did A & B coys. The two 
coys suffered for~ dozen individuals. Sports were alright, 
flag race a good go. 

SATURDAY 26TH 
Bayonet fighting. Bathing Parade. Dinner. Half day off. 
Stayed in tent all day. Had a letter from Annie yesterday. 

SUNDAY 27TH 
Church parade, behaved alright, came off parade, and the 
prizes for the sports on board ship and here were given, 
also prize for the best troop deck coming out. c. troop 
deck--OHe- (ours) did some washing went to sleep. 

WOI') 

MONDAY 28TH 
Went entrenching in a Hollow on a big sand hill had a 
great time some bobby dazzler shovellers among us. Came 
home and went to bed early. Furious argument on 
monopolies and geometry, came to offering out in the sand. 

TUESDAY 29TH 
Mounted Bde guard bonzer guard nothing to do. Made names 
for our tents, to hang out side. Had a quiet time on 
guard, one man absent from the guard tent when guard 
rounds arrived, he was let off. 15 rounds ball ammunition 
per man on the guard. 

WEDNESDAY 30TH 
Came off guard this morning 3rd Brigade had to parade at 
the mound to hear a lecture from, c.o. Complaint from 
General Commanding Officer overseas troops in Egypt re 
behaviour of said troops (Australia and New Zealand) in 
Cairo. Very good and sensible.It is to be hoped the 
soldiers bear it in mind, dismissed after the Parade. 
Guards have a day off after 24 hours guard. Pay day today. 
Paid 7 bob, 34 piastres. Had a fly on the old crown, 
made it 70 piastres before bed time. 

THURSDAY 3lST 
Went o~t in morning for instruction in trenches as used in 
out pofts at night time. Came in after dinner and had a 
march past Sir George Ried, (High Commissioner). He 
delivered a fine address. Three cheers for the Kin~ 
Frightened the officers horses somewhat. It took 40 
minutes for the troops to march past.All the military 
heads of Egypt, {Brass hats) were there so we were at our 
best. The bands played well and we stepped to our own 
march beat. The New Y.M.C.A. is opened, it is alright,It 
has a platform, piano and all sorts of amusements, gloves 
and single sticks included. The man Ne Vess who fell of 
the Pyramid did not die as was reported but he will be 
a cripple for life. His spine is severely injured and 
he will never be able to walk again. Another man who 
fell, will be silly all his life. Poor fellows, better 
they had died, at least I think so. 



-
l9l5 

FRIDAY JANUARY 1ST 
New Year's Day in Egypt. Swimming parade in morning, had 
a good dinner. Going on paradel.45, what for I won't 
guess. Just to fix up our sections in the platoons. 
Alright now. Old Band H coys were put together to make 
one coy in the new style. 

SATURDAY 2ND 
8 till 12.30 platoon drill getting on bonzer,much more 
interesting than company drill. Sent parcel to Annie today 
handkerchief and scarf. 

SUNDAY 3RD 
Fatigue party all morning. 
Arabic from a laundry man. 

MONDAY 4TH 

Quiet afternoon. Got some 
Peculiar pronunciation. 

Parade platoon drill. Had a good time. Soon start rifle 
practise, now I think. Leave next Wednesday. Hooray. 
Longing to get out. Terrible lot went into clink tonight. 
Absent without leave. Great lecture by Colonel Unsworth on 
side Lights of the war. 

TUESDAY 5TH 
Platoon Drill. Rifle instruction. Concert tonight. Benzer 
concert. 

WEDNESDAY 6TH 
Went digging butts for field firing, blowing a dust storm 
rotten. Australian mail on, one from Annie also Xmas 
card. 

THURSDAY 7TH 
Went on Parade back for dinner. Going out on out lying 
picket. 3 p.m. until 8 a.m. Pay day. 

FRIDAY 8TH 
Came off picket about .6 a.m. had the morning off. Very 
cold, only trenches and overcoats for shelter, windy, sand 
was flying first part of the night,but it stopped towards 
mid-night. Parade in afternoon. Warned for Bde fatigue 
Worked till 7 a.m. 

SATURDAY 9TH 
Warned for guard on bridge on Cairo.iuard_ Mounted 10 a.m. 
relieved 10 a.m. next morning, had a good time. 

SUNDAY 10TH 
Came off guard. Marched back to camp. Leave in afternoon. 
Went to church in evening. American mission. Got home 
safely. 

MONDAY 11TH 
Platoon Drill for lOth Battalion. Leave again, not going 
out tonight. 

TUESDAY 12TH 
Platoon Drill dummy cartridges. 

WEDNESDAY 13TH 
More Platoon Drill. Got a visa to be an observer. 
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THURSDAY 14TH 
Marching order for Act:i:ve service. Training in observing. 
Mail today, none for me so far. Worse luck. 

FRIDAY 15TH 
Went Field Firing today failed in two tests, passed in 
two. Awfully dusty, sight in our eyes no good for rapid 
shooting. Letter from Annie. 

SATURDAY 16TH 
Went out on ordinary parade, leave in afternoon, had a good 
time. 

SUNDAY 17TH 
Church parade. March past same heads. Alright washing 
this aftie. 

MONDAY 18TH 
Parade. Mounting Guard 5.30 on Detention guard. On guard. 
Got through alright. 

TUESDAY 19TH 
Relieved at 7 a.m. to go Field Firing, 4 hits head and 
shoulders, 5 misses at squares, skirmishing. Marched 
home. More French. Mail in, none for me so far. 

WEDNESDAY 20TH 
Battalion Parade. Came home early. Went on night march. 
Visual training, one section drunk terrible now. Letters 
from home. 

THURSDAY 21ST 
Battalion Parade, then Coy parade, carried out an attack on 
one of our own platoons. Two of my Bros in the 3rd 
Contingent Light horse, I think. 

FRIDAY 22ND 
Bathing Parade inlying picket tonight. Did not get 
called up. 

SATURDAY 23RD 
Battalion Parade, quick fire, picture targets. Lecture 
from Lieutenant Farrier. Altered sleeves of tunic, new ·_::; ··_,,, 
issue, good job. Picture show opened. Band Concert in 
the Y.M.C.A. 

SUNDAY 24TH 
Leave today 2 till 10.3 0 . Went to Cairo knocked about. 
Went to .American mission at night got home safe. 

MONDAY 25TH 
Coy in attack. March past, Sunday, won by us C Coy. 
Complimented. Coy in time. Went lectures. Saw old 
pictures of ourselves at Morphettville camp. Mail in as 
usual none for yours truly. 
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TUESDAY 26TH 
Alarm in the morning at 4.30 got out 11 Platoon last on 
Parade, out of our coy. Brigade marched out in column of 
fours and formed up in the area. Came home to breakfast. 
Went Field Firing, best platoon in Coy, 3rd in Brigade, 
16 hits, I was observer, range and control of fire. Fire 
control excellent. 

WEDNESDAY 27TH 
Coy in defence. ~use of leaving hats 

k h ti' (H!,n'f • • h d too t e evening in alrig t. Pay ay 
march tonight. 

THURSDAY 28TH 

on dummy trench 
very dusty night, 

No early morning parades on account of night march. Last 
night field firing no good, 3rd for the coy. More tomorrow 
Wrote home. 

FRIDAY 29TH 
Field firing Best Platoon. Night march, entrenched.€amein 
12 midnight. 

SATURDAY 30TH 
Slept in, downed tents up again. Leave in afternoon, had 
some fun. Stony broke )tattoo bad pattern. 

SUNDAY 3lST 
Church parade. March past 10th Battalion. Photo taken, 
did washing. 

MONDAY FEBRUARY lST 
10 mile route march, by Brigades. Beat other brigades by 
45 minutes for the same distance on the same route. Came 
through native village beautiful girls amongst the palms and 
little ponds. 

TUESDAY 2ND 
Finished Coy Training. 
guard action. Inlying 
tomorrow. 

WEDNESDAY 3RD 

V /11"' 
Started Battalion training, war 
picket tonight, very dusty. Guard 

Fatigue all day. 7th and 8th Battalions left for Ismaila 
this morning. Invasion by Turks. Pa~ day. Mounted Quarter 
Guard at 5 p.m. / 

THURSDAY 4TH 
On leave Battalion. Wounded men on the canal. Turk 
Prisi.¢'ners brought to Cairo, last night. Carne off guard 
went to pictures. 

FRIDAY 5TH 
Guard had leave. Went Cairo. Then to Heliopolis to see 
second Expeditionary force. 2 coys South Australians 
and 2 coys West Australians l6th Battalion. Came back to 
Cairo, billiards and tea and billiards then back to camp. 

SATURDAY 6TH 
Breakfast 6.30, left camp for ranges at 7.30. · Holding 
position with infantry, two machine guns. Reserves for 
Battalion in defence. Back to camp. 

SUNDAY 7TH 
Church parade. Fatique work. Casey on Guard at Quarter 
Guard. Wanted to go to a football match, offered me 10 PT 
to take his post on Guard. StonP hrnkP_ T rnnk ~r nn 
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MONDAY 8TH 
Leave today just managed it on 10 piasters. Had a real 
lively time. 

TUESDAY 9TH 
Filling in trenches. Carried out a fierce attack on the 9th 
Battalion 20/ arrived in camp to fill gaps. Letters from 
home. Hooray just saved the situation, was dying for some 
letters. 

WEDNESDAY 10TH 
Battalion in defence attacked by the 9th, made mince meat 
of them. Came home, pay day, visited a picture place. 

THURSDAY 11TH 
Piled arms on Battalion Parade Ground. Struck tents 
disinfected 'em, spread blankets in sun to air, had platoon 
drill. Erected tents had dinner, went to the Bde Area, 
2 hours Battalion drill. Going out all night digging in. 

FRIDAY 12TH 
Came off night picket, were attacked by 9th Battalion 4.3 0 
this morning. Vaccination in afternoon , signalling issued 
with shirt and sox. 

SATURDAY 13TH 
Battalion in attack. General very pleased 
was carried out. Canal Guard this aftie. 
charge of section, a stripe sticking out. 

SUNDAY i4TH 

with the way it 
First time out in 

On guard no excitement last night. Bonzer weather. 
Excitement at last, Lieutenant showed his authority by 
opening fire with his six shooter on a car that would not 
stop. Good business. 

MONDAY 15TH 
Brigade training, took a good position, feeling pretty 
crook. Still Boss of a section. Going good for a stripe. 

TUESDAY 16TH 
2 hours training in morning. Went out 7 p.m. came back 2.3 0 
a.m. Reserves again. 

WEDNESDAY 17TH 
Pay day, paid 10.00 a.m. Vaccinated 2.30. First two lots 
did not take. Leave all afternoon until 10.30 p.m. did not 
go out, had troublesome tooth pulled. 

THURSDAY 18TH 
Brigade attacks supposed enemy represented by head and 
shoulders, and variations of enemies fire by different coloured 
flags. Artillery represented by helicopter. Came home via 
Pyramids and Hospital. 

FRIDAY 19TH 
Rear guard action came back Platoon on guard. Orderly 
Battalion (me). 

SATURDAY 20TH 
Orderly Battalion. Men went to Abassia, i.e. those who are 
going back to W. Australia. All over the Divisional Hospital, 
Headquarters 2nd Brigade. All Battalions of our own Brigade 
come off duty 6.40 p.rn. instead of 5. p.rn. 
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SUNDAY 21ST 
Church parade, march past for movies, lO(men run over by 
a train, badly knocked about not expected to live, a bad 
job. Quiet day slept and mooned about. 

MONDAY 22ND 
Leave today. Out of filoose so bad I had to stay home. Went 
on sic!f_ parade. Swollen throat, inside, tonsilitis. 
Leaving for France soon? Men went wild and cheered like mad. 

TUESDAY 23RD 
Went Hospital to be fumigated,. this morning. Chatty had a 
hot bath tent got a dose of Bhenol. 

WEDNESDAY 24TH 
Boots issue something doing this time alright. 9th and 
11th Battalions to go to Marseilles to get everything ready 
for us. 3rd Brigade going first. Hooray. All one can 
hear until about 10 p.m. is a perpetual buzz of conversation 
mingled with bursts of laughter. The men are well and believe 
they are going soon this time. Pay day too. 

THURSDAY 25TH 
Leave, went Cairo, throat very troublesome. Great dJfferences 
of opinions as to our destination some say Marseilles, some 
Dardenelles on the Bosphorons Constantinople to be taken 
first. Hard to say. 

FRIDAY 26TH 
Ordinance fatigue this morning, acting Lance Corporal, same 
in afternoon. Wrote home. 

SATURDAY 27TH 
March to Ghizeh and back. Pay day 9th Battalion had struck 
tents when we came back. Pay day, 4 days pay up till today. 
Packing up. More clothes to be issued. 

SUNDAY 28TH 
Struck tents. Cleared up lines. Got a pair of trouser!:i, 
fell in and piled arms on Battalion Parade ground. Canteen 
(dry) doing a roaring trade. Fill in for quart pots. 
Had dinner potted about all aftie. Left camp for Kasecel
Nil Barracks 8 p.m. did a good march, arrived about l2 
midnight approximately 10 miles. Got out our overcoats and 
slept on the parade ground, no blankets. 

MONDAY MARCH 1ST 
Up 4 a.m. marched Cairo Railway Station, entrained and left 
about 5 a.m. Tearing across country for Alexandria now. 
Thousands of acres of irrigated land, green with all kinds 
of fodder. Native villages dotted here and there, all the 
Boys are sleeping in this carriage, had a hard day 
yesterday, very dusty and windy. Train wobbles a good deal. 
First stop Benha Station. Reached Alexandria at ll a.m. 
Got aboard had dinner no hammocks like sardines in a tin. 
Not a long voyage by all accounts so it won't be so bad. 
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TUESDAY 2ND 
Woke up, strange to find myself aboard a T.S., scrambled 
for rations, settle down in a while I hope. Indian 
soldiers fell in on the wharf, could not help seeing the 
Kurkis (big knives) which they can use so well. They were 
on this ship bound for Marseilles, when they were recalled, 
because we needed the ship. They are now aboard the 
Saturnia, further along the Quay. This ship is called the 
Ionium. We are rather crowded. Leaving today I believe, 
hope so anyhow. Left about 12 noon. Bad time in store 
for me; rather beaut to sail on, rolling already and very 
little sea on. A chap in the 9th cut his throat last 
night, got despondent because we were not going to England. 
U.S.A. Battle ship played God save the King as we sailed 
past, we cheered and so did they, sick inunediately, all day 
rotten. 

WEDNESDAY 3RD 
Sick all day. Land in sight, all the evening, Gun boat 
came out to us, very rough tonight. 

THURSDAY 4TH 
All right this morning. Laying to,wind gone down, had a 
wash could do with some breakfast too. Big rocky hills to 
the east of us, hilly country to the west, only further away. 
Still going ahead through the Grecian Archepeligoes. Very 
smooth this morning have not been sick so far. Very bad 
sanitary arrangements aboard this boat. Sighted a cruiser 
and torpedo boat, al~ a destroyer. Dropped anchor in 
Mudros harbour, Island of Lenunos at -.30 p.m. Slept on 
deck. 

FRIDAY 5TH 
Woke up, got up 6 a.m. had look round, cruisers and 
transports in the inner anchorway, village near the shore 
Leaving here shortly I hope. Very cold today. This 
place has a lot of round cone shaped roofed structures with 
wind sails attached, flour mills I find after inspection. 
There are plenty of sheep and people on shore, two or 
three little villages amongst the hills. The country 
appears to be covered for the most part by short grass. 
There are very few trees. 9 p.m. cannot sleep. Nothing 
but picnics, beef sandwiches, cheese, pots of hot tea, 
bread and tinned fish, mingled with muttered queries as 
to the whereabouts of the jam {possy). a sarcasm by the way. 
Below the stokers are wheeling coal to the furnaces, keeping 
the steam up. Pulling out of bed, cat calls and fights. 
Chums telling stories of past life, no thought of the death 
that awaits some of us in the near future, if all is true 
we hear. There are live things on this boat, remembrance 
of those gone before but not forgotten, wild hunts going on 
aided by electric lights. Every body scratching as much as 
a fat pup in the sun. Paid to day. Many wasting 
their money on the different games of chance with cards. 
No more pay for some time. I am 18/- overdrawn so there 
is something doing. There are 3 cruisers, two submarines 
and a torpedo boat and transports in the harbour. We have 
shifted the inner anchorage today. Will try .and sleep 
now. 
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SATURDAY 6TH 
Got up had a wash, bonzer day, 9th Battalion gotng ~shore 
for a couple of days, 2 more cruisers and a destroye1: came 
in last night. A transport, Camden Castle came ,in w.:tththe 
Royal marines, South Hampton on board, they came in trom 
the Dardenells, had been demolishing forts, they had a few 
casualties. Had a bit of a gamble no good. Went to bed 
early. Most of the 9th are ashore. 

SUNDAY 7TH 
A few more transports came in during the night .. R,umou;i;s 
of the massing of 100,000 troopa and landing them on 
Turkish territory. Looks like it. Soldiers busy towing 
horses and barges to some of the other ships, 9th st.ill 
landing tents, seems as though this is to be a base for 
future operations. Cruiser came in with one mast carried 
away. More transports arriving. 

MONDAY 8TH 
A and B coys going ashore for a route march, the band has 
gone too, raining during the night. ll Platoon on Guard, 
I missed it. The mine sweepers are in for coal to day. 
They have a very dangerous job they are working in the Dandies, 
we hear something of the Turk's cruelty to some of the 
marines who have been ashore fighting. Eyes gouged and 
throats cut, legs chopped off, wounded men. One feels 
ones heart swell and the hot blood surge through the veins. 
Verily I think the turks time has come. Theyhave been 
rebuilding the forts bombarded by the British Battle ships. 

THUESDAY 9TH 
Went ashore for a route march, and skirmishing parade, had 
dinner. The native people, women and children come up the 
hill from a small village to see us·, they sold us junket, 
eggs, tobacco and nuts of all description·s. The island is 
covered with cultivation grass and clover, grow 
alright. The sheep are generally tethered, made them bolt 
when we started skirmishing, they up pegs and off. The 
villages are very small. We marched through one and there 
were no shops to be seen. Very good looking people, they 
were as fair as ourselves. They look on us as deliverers, 
the unspeakable turk used to replenish his harem from 
this Island. The girls are simply lovely! Had a lively time 
coming aboard bit of sea running, the boats crews are not 
marines, one or two good crews among them, some of our 
crack oarsman among them. French convoy has not turned up 
yet. Very hilly place, we could see the open sea from one 
hill. 

WEDNESDAY lOTH 
Going ashore orders cancelled owing to wind and rain. 
Nothing doing all day. H.M. Queen Lizzie came in to coal. 
Another Castle boat, 7 S came in. First issue of beer 
since leaving Mena today. Drizzly all day. Russian 
Cruiser in harboar. Hospital ship in. 
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THURSDAY llTH 
Boat crews today and guard, had a fair time as a rower, 
first time will soon learn. Another man and I detailed 
to go ashore to Field Punishment camp. Got a few 
prisoners to go too. Lightening bad tonight. 

FRIDAY 12TH 
Up and rushed around getting tea and porriage. Got 3 days 
rations to go ashore did not go after all. 12 pris.i'oners 
spread eagled, 3 for General Court Martials tomorrow. 
General says offences that were trivial hitherto, will be 
dealt with as serious crimes, even to the extreme penalty. 
It is a disgrace to our Regiment, old soldiers too, ought to 
be short with small stones. 

SATURDAY 13TH 
Went ashore. Reported to Leiutenant Ha¢g A.P.M. Did 
nothing all day. Prisoners came at dark, two dentention# 
9 Field punislunent. 

SUNDAY 14TH 
Shifted field punishment tents down to seashore. Got 
installed marked boundary. Spread eagled lOth prisoners. 

MONDAY 15TH 
Took sick parade (4) Spread eagled 9th men. Getting 
settled down now. Herray Sgt Simpson, P. sgt, and warden 
arrived getting along better now. 

TUESDAY 16TH 
Getting along !alright. Had a very busy day. Got a cook 
today. 9th and 10th men went back to unit. two of them got 
28 days each so are stopping here. 

WEDNESDAY 17TH 
Stone carrying, well sinking, saw some turks graves. Relics 
of Turks - Grecian War. 

THURSDAY l8TH 
Started a quarry, stone too soft men still working it. 

FRIDAY 19TH 
Two army men supposed to have killed a greek last night 
they are apprehended. Well sinking again. 

SATURDAY 20TH 
Wind a hurricane, big sea on. Spread eagled men are having 
a bad time today. Ships dragging their anchors. Men 
refused to draw rations, brought out the ropes, they drew 
them. · 

SUNDAY 21ST ,, ft ,~ ,: 1·, 
Another warden issued, sea has gone down again. It is 
reported that a French cruiser has been sunk and two British 
cruisers came ashore to save them from sinking. Damage 
was done by turks land torpedoes or mines. Brigadier came 
to take complaints of Prisoners. 

MONDAY 22ND 
Cold today, Started a new well, Started new idea, two days 
on and one off, have not got a bean either. 



Page 18 

TUESDAY 23RD 
Still colder this morning, well sinking. Two Prisoners 
released. 

WEDNESDAY 24TH 
Fitz and I have a day off. Bummed about town all morning. 
Visited a wreck on the other side of the island. Torpedo 
boat 066, 30 years old, ran on the rocks, ran out of fuel and 
was blown ashore in a gale. B~ken off aft of the aft 
torpedo tubes. Will soon break up about 10 mile ·walk. 

THURSDAY 25TH 
Had trouble with the prisoners yesterday, 5 for orderly 
room this morning. On the wells. Trouble again amongst 
the prisoners. Hell to pay, going to dump the cook in the 
sea. 

FRIDAY 26TH 
Orderly room all morning and afternoon, 9 men for court 
martial, 3 or 4 of them had their sentences finished today, 
now they will get anything from 3 months to two years. 
Rotten. 

SATURDAY 27TH 
Our day off. Cold wind with clouds driving low from the 
South.Went around the town, rained a bit, a lot of transports 
have left the harbour, rumoured to capture starving turk, 
or going to Alexandria. Big victory by the Russians over 
the Germans at Prymizil. 

SUNDAY 28TH 
Row with A.P.M. disobeyed orders. Inlying picket issued 
with ball ammunition. Reports of an aeroplane reconnaisence 
of our camp. Perhaps attack tonight. 

MONDAY 29TH 
Court martial. Nothing doing all day. On a case. Nothing 
came of the conjected air raid. 

TUESDAY 30TH 
Usual routine. Very windy pier washing away. 27 men killed 
on H.M.S. InviI1f;iible. 

WEDNESDAY 31ST 
Court of inquiry on escape of prisoners. Orders to hand 
going to shift. T.S. Nizan, bag and baggage. She is a 
horse boat. 

THURSDAY APRIL 1ST 
Hard at work all A.M. getting ready for the removal. Had 
inlying picket around F.P.C. last night. Thought the men 
would bolt for it. Got on board ll a.m. Will have a better 
time now not so much worry. 

FRIDAY 2ND 
Good Friday. Got up had breakfast, tied up l2 prisoners. 
Got four letters from Annie last night, two from home, glad 
to hear from them all. Church parade, good singing. 

SATURDAY 3RD 
Washing horses, feed time, cloudy day. 
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SUNDAY 4TH 
Nothing doing all morning. Had to start and fix all the 
horse stalls up, going to bring horses aboard tomorrow. 
Soo~ be leaving here. Pulled alongside the Malda another 
horse boat. · 

MONDAY 5TH 
Heavy storm-raging all day could not work the boat, I am 
on all night. 

TUESDAY 6TH 
Storm has died down, very cold. Did some washing. Loading 
stores from the Malda. Working hatches tonight. 

WEDNESDAY 7TH 
Awakened at 3 a.m. to take fatigue party of prisoners down 
no 4 hold. Worked till 6.30. Leaving this boat today. 
Nearly all horses aboard. T.S. Suffolk alongside. 
Handed prisoners over to Sgt. Simpson. Sgt aboard Suffolk. 

THURSDAY 8TH 
Took prisoners to their respective Battalions. Came aboard 
the Ionian. Water ship alongside. Going back to old 
section. 

FRIDAY 9TH 
Fatigue party. Got ammunition 150 rounds. 

SATURDAY 10TH 
Mess orderly for a week • They1 __ :eut Cpl White (Joe) in 
charge of the section. Worse baci. 

SUNDAY 11TH 
Mess orderly to do the deck swabbing. Letters to day, got 4. 
Saw aeroplane flying over the harbour, Cobber from North 
Adelaide came in new reinforcements. 

MONDAY 12TH 
Went ashore carried out an attack. 

TUESDAY 13TH 
Raining today. No parade. Colonel Wier went to Gallipoli 
on board Queen Lizzie. Rumours of 70 hours peace 
conference. Got our distinguishing colours, to be sown 
on the sleeves. 

WEDENSDAY 14TH 
Nothing doing yet getting impatient. Want to get at them. 

THURSDAY 15TH 
Iron rations issued, and shore going rations. 

FRIDAY 16TH 
Rumour of 50, 000 Germans sighted on Peninsula, will upset 
our plans. Went on Board H.M.S. Price of Wales to practice 
landing from battleships. 

SATURDAY 17TH 
Nothing doing all day. Pulled out into the channel .this 
evening. 

SUNDAY l8TH 
Went'ashore in cutters towed by pinnases. Quiet all· day. 
Seaplane flying around. 
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MONDAY l9TH r 
Went aboard cruises practised landing in the dark. 

TUESDA1' 20TH 
Windy. Nothing doing. Submarines manoevering. Mail in, 
none for me. 

WEDNESPiAY 2lST 
Sbt't;>.~~b0 destroyers came alongside and took two coys off for 
rehelsal of landing. Got 8 letters. 

THURSDAY 22ND 
Nothing doing. 

FRIDAY 23RD 
Everything to be ready, going out tonight I think. 

SATURDAY 24TH 
On Board H.M.S. Prince of Wales, bound for Dardenelles 
about 2 p.m. Band C coys picked to be landing party, 
we consider ourselves highly honoured. 3rd Brigade lands 
and holds the enemy whilst the Division lands. Horray 
reached Gulf of Sanos. The ships buglers played sunset 
(~retreat), and we all stood to attention, as I looked 
round and saw the serious determined looking faces of the 
boys, I seemed to know what the most of us were thinking, 
perhaps the last time we would hear the old sun set played. 
We left ship, 2.00 p.m. 24H? 

SUNDAY 25TH 
We were first to land. Turks opened on us with rifle and 
machine guns but nothing could stop us, we're on shore and 
going made!"1'l:l-Lasted the day · out alright. 

MONDAY 26TH 
Put the biggest part of the day in digging so called 
trenches. Had a big advance and we got knocked rotten. 

TUESDAY 27TH 
In fresh position this morning. Had a short rest last 
night. Still sticking it. Just about got shelled out of 
our little trench. 3 Sergeants, 2 corporals and 5 privates, 
looking wet, got back with my old coy at night, spent the 
night digging in. 

WEDNESDAY 28TH 
Having a hard time for want of water and clothing, one man 
died for want of a drink. Dead beat. Relieved by the Royal 
Marines tonight. Can hardly stand up for want of sleep. 
Dig ourselves in on the side of a cliff to dodge enemies 
bullets. Wet through, awfully cold, no overcoat o~ blanket. 

THURSDAY 29TH 
Came down to the beach, had breakfast, tea and bacon,"Ye Gads" 
Dug a little house for myself and Joe, did nothing all day. 
but had a well earned rest. 3rd Brigade praised by Sir Ian 
Hamilton. Had muster roll, 450 answered and a good few 
will not answer an earthly call, a lot of wounded. 

FRIDAY 30TH 
On fatigue, a few getting wounded from 
snipers overlooked in the first rush. 
had a nervy time but got back safely. 

strays, and Turkish 
Went out on patrol, 


