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                     First World War
Private Ronald Reginald Pretty (1719)
Place of Enlistment   : Bathurst, New South Wales

Unit Name  : 53rd  Battalion
AWM Roll Number  : B2455,
Other Details War Service: Western Front

 

· Enlisted in the AIF in February 1916.  Initially allotted to the 2nd Reinforcements for the 53rd Battalion. 

· Left Sydney on 14th April 1916 on the ship “H.T Cermamic.”
· Disembarked  on the 15th May 1916 at Ferry Post, Suez Canal.

· Transferred to the 56th Battalion on 28 May 1916, while at Ferry Post on the Suez Canal in Egypt. 

· 19th June 1916 – embarked on the ship HT “Huntsend” and disembarked at Marseilles, France on 29th July 1916 with the 56th Battalion. 

· Wounded (1st time) in the chest at the Battle of Fromelles on 20 July 1916.
· Recovered from his wound and returned to the battalion on 12th  October 1916. 

· Wounded (2nd time) at the Second Battle of Bullecourt, on 15 May 1917.  This time he caught some shrapnel or shell fragments in his left thigh. 
· Recovered from his wound and returned to the battalion on 16th October 1917, therefore missing the Battle of Polygon Wood (26 September). 

· Wounded ( 3rd time ) time on 20 April 1918 at (or near) Hill 104, which is right next to Villers-Bretonneux.  Shrapnel in the right arm this time.  He just missed a very heavy German attack on this village which occurred a few days later.  

· Sent to hospital in England on 19th May 1917  where they eventually decided he was no longer fit for active service and should be invalided home. 

· Left England at the end of 1st  August 1918 on the “Wiltshire” and arrived back home in Sydney on 3 October 1918. 
· He was discharged from the AIF in 20th January 1920. 
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                 1914-15 Star                British War Medal           Victory Medal
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