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The word ANZAC is such a litHe word for so many qualities. To a foreigner it would seem
like just some letters thrown together, but to an Australian it
has a deep and sentimental meaning. Initially ANZAC was not
a proper word it was an acronym that stood for Australian and
New Zealand Army Corps. To Australians ANZAC is a word of
infent, recognition and understanding. Its  meaning
embedded into the Ausiralian mind to define the spirit and
character of a man and a nation. Charles Joseph Clifford of
Penola, South Australiac became an ANZAC as a 26 year old
man when he fought at Gallipoli. As a man he displayed the |
characteristics of the ANZAC Spirit. As a soldier of the 11t Light ' _ .
Horse Regiment he demonstrated these characteristics in St Bt
battle which made him a part of the ANZAC Spirit legend. He ;,Eiﬁif"‘.’"e‘?“ CIiErr!d
helped a nation form a new identity.

The ‘ANZAC Spirit' developed because of the way in which the Australion and New
Zealand soldiers conducted themselves in World War 1. The way that they took
responsibility for their actions and defended their country despite the danger and
personal costs. The ANZAC Spirit is purpose and direction. A commitment to country
and to service of the nation. ANZAC soldiers knew that fighting was not a personal
decision but a national one. The ANZAC legend was an honour given refrospectively,
gratefully by the nafion that recognised the resilience and sacrifice of @ particular
group of men who despite the odds stacked against them demonstrated
independence, resourcefulness and a practical approach to life to make the best out
of a bad situation.

On 24" June 1888 Mr James and Mrs Isabel Clifford brought a valuable life into this
world, not to know that he would grow up o be a handsome, gallant soldier. Charles
spent his first years growing up in the country on Clark Street in Penola, South Australia.
Charles grew up in good health with black hair and blue eyes. He had a quite dark
complexion and only saw the height of 5.13 foot (Certificate of Medical Examination,
1914). Charles began his work on the railways as a Station Master in Penola although
travelled around the country side to pursue his work and by 1914 found himself as the
Station Master in my home town Loxton, South Australia. Charles experiences of
growing up in the country atmosphere would have taught him the values of persisting
for a purpose, mateship and resourcefulness in times of adversity. The values Charles
developed as child living and working in the country where significant contributors to
the actions of which Charles Ciifford porirayed at Gallipoli. At 26 Charles Joseph
Clifford, single and energetic put aside his 9-5 job on the railways and enlisted into the
army. By 14" of December 1914 Charles had enlisted at Oaklands, South Australia,
info the Light Horse Regiment, and been sent to Queensland for embarkation. Soon
enough Charles was shipped out of Australion waters upon the HMAT Medic and onto
foreign soil.
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Australia joined Britain’s cause in the First

World War in August 1914, A stalemate /

had developed on the Western front and

the British war room turned its attention to

Germany's allies. The Turkish straits could HMAT A7 Medic

be cleared Britain argued, "
communication with Russia and vital supply routes could be restored. The British
landed ot Cape Hellas, Australion's at Gabba Tape (now known as ANZAC Cove) on
the 25" April 1915. History now shows how Australian forces were ‘sitting ducks’ for the
well prepared Turks. Under manned and against all odds the Australians fought on
(www.army.gov.au, 2014).

Charles had joined the Light horse regiment with an expectation of fraditional
warfare, yet within six months Charles was at Gallipoli where he joined the ANZAC's of
the 9™ Light horse, another South Australian regiment already ashore. Private Bates
was another soldier upon Charles troop carrier and described the landing at Gallipoli
in a letter to his father, later published in the Sydney Evening News. He described
‘being shelled 200 yards from shore, two men shot through with one bullet one dying
in front of him" (www.frove.nia.gov.au, 2014). We can only imagine the fear that
Charles and the many young men volunteering felt and how quickly they had to
adapt to this new environment. Until this point Charles had only known the peace of
the Australian countryside and the predictability of the railways. Within 24 hours of
landing Charles was wounded while setting up camp at Sazli Beit Dere, Gallipoli
peninsula. Despite this he remained on duty with his men and fought and held on to
that narrow strip of shore. A severe tonsiliitis infection finally removed Charles from
Gallipoli. He was transferred to the 2nd Australian General Hospital in Gezira, Egypt on
the 30t October 1915. This was the last Charles saw of the horrific battle fields of
Gallipoli. His war was now in Egypt.

Charles spent the first half of 1916 retraining, his attributes as a leader recognised by
the command as he was promoted first to Sergeant Major and then second
Lieutenant. After cavalry training at Serapuem Charles become a first Lieutenant. The
passion Charles had to improve himself and his skills for the welfare of him men was a
reflection of the ANZAC Spirit.

Charles had been serving for three years. James and Isabel Clifford, Charles’ parents
would have had contrasting feelings of anxiety and honour about their son's
courageous journey so far from home. Isabel specifically would have cherished each
piece of hopeful news about Charles as she had already lost son Fredrick aged nine
and John at 22, to iliness in 1915, her brother James Reid had also followed Charles to
war in 1916. Charles spirit never died.

On the 29t of April 1918 at operations east of the Jordan River he displayed the
courageous values of the ANZAC Spirit. This is where Charles was awarded his first
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Military Cross for displaying ‘great coolness under heavy shell fire, thereby saving
casualties and getting his froop into a good position.’

Over a two day Period as troop leader Charles manoeuvred his troop info a good
position saving casualties and improving his chances of himself and his men in the
battle. On the second day at the Damieh - Es Salt road he was in command of the
forward posts breaking up the tack and giving his regiment time to prepare a
defensive position. ‘In the final stand of the Brigade on the Umm Esh Shert road his
work was splendid.’ The citation for the Military Cross describes ‘His untiring energy was
a fine example to all. This officer has always camied out his work with cool
determination and with an absolute disregard of danger to himself." Charles fighting
and advancing despite not knowing what may lay before him is undoubtedly the true
definition of honour, courage, leadership and enthusiasm which symbolize the ANZAC
Spirit.

Both General W. Grant, Commander of the 4th Light horse Brigade and the remarks
from an individual reporting officer speak of Charles as 'A very caopable and
painstaking officer. He is a great fighter, He should make a good adjutant second in
command of squadron’ (Citation Military Cross and Bar, 1918). He was a good and
helpful instructor, energetic, a good leader of men, physically fit and resourceful these
attributes firmly symbaolize the Australian morals and what the ANZAC Spirit means to
me.

Demonstrating courage against adversity had become a constant for Charles. The
events that precipitated the additional award of Charles Bar to the Military Cross was
best described by the citation at war ‘At Semakh, on the 25th September 1918, he
galloped forward with the first wave, and charged through the line of machine guns.
He then collected seven men under a withering fire, and led them across to attack a
field gun and a machine gun which were firing into our men from the right. Although
he had his sword smashed away and his right hand wounded, he attacked four
enemy with his revolver in the left hand, kiling one and taking three prisoners. After
handing these three prisoners over, he again attacked four Turks with an empty
revolver and capfured them. He set a fine example of daring and fearlessness
(Commonwealth Gazette No.10, 1920).

Not everybody who performed courageous or brave acts like Charles Clifford
received acknowledgement. Charles had been recommend for the Military Cross on
the 7t of November 1917 at Sheria for ‘coolness dash and judgement in attack’ when
he seized a point of high ground to aid the advance of the machine gunners. This was
a vital advance for the infantry, although Charles was not awarded the Military Cross.
This goes to show many acts of gallantry in the field may have gone unseen or
unappreciated. Any man or women who have served for this country despite their
time or actions deserve the utmost respect for their contribution.
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Charles Joseph Clifford embarked at Kantara on
the HT Morvada and returned to Adelaide, Australia
a considerable time after war on the 23" of August
1919. Charles 37 years old, married Margret Tormay
on Thursday evening, April 30 1925 at St. Mary's
church, Glenelg, South Australia. In 1916 Margret
gave birth fo their daughter Marie. Charles, Margret
ond Marie resided in Broadview, South Australia.

Before researching Charles Joseph Clifford | only
had a basic understanding of the principles of war.
I had heard the word ANZAC and understood it to
stand for our uniquely, Australian approach to
adversity. Although this experience of following
Charles's campaign from Gallipoli fo Egypt and
home again has given me a connection to the
person and time in history that lead to our country
becoming what it is today. It exposed me to the
complexities of war and helped me to understand
the sacrifices the diggers and their families had to make. The fragedy of humanity is
that it takes a war of horrific proportions to recognise our best.
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Newspaper Arlicle, Charles
and Margret Wedding, Border
Watch (Mount Gambier, SA,
Tuesday 12 May 1925, page 4
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Newspaper Article, Death notice
John Clifford, Border Watch
(Mount Gambier, SA 1861 - 1954),
Wednesday 10 February 1915.



Reference List

Australian War Memorial 2014, Search for a person, Australian Government, accessed 14 August 2014,
<http://www.awm.gov.au/search/all/2query=CHARLES ++joseph++CLIFFORD&op=Search&format=lisi§i
on%5B%5D=peoples§ion%b5B%B5D=articies§ion%SB%5D=books§ion%S5B%BSD=collections>.

National Archives of Australia 2014, Record Search, Australian Government, accessed 14 August 2014,
<http://recordsearch.naa.gov.au/SearchNRetrieve/Interface/ListingReports/Itemslisting

Australian War Memorial 2014, 11th Light Horse Regiment, Australian Government, accessed 14 August
2014, <http://www.awm.gov.au/unifs/unit_10569.asp>.

The Australian Army 2011, ANZAC Spirit, Australian Government, accessed 15 August 2014,
<http:/ /www.army.gov.au/~/media/Files/Our%20history/ AAHU/Focus%200n7%20History/ ANZACDaySpee
ch_PrimarySchool_1.ashx>.

Austrdlian Light Horse Association 2002, 11th Light Horse Regiment, Australian Government, accessed 15
August 2014, <http://pandora.nia.gov.au/pan/64423/20090520-
1059/www lighthorse.org.au/forum/post5818-2.html>.

Australian Commonwealth Military Forces 2014, Charles Joseph Clifford, Australian Government,
accessed 17 August 2014, <https://www.aif.adfa.edu.au/showPerson?pid=55514>.

Army 2014, WW1 Gallipoli, Australian Government, acc
essed 23 August 2014, <http://www.army.gov.au/Our-history/History-in-Focus/WWI-Gadllipoli>.

Trove 2000, Wedding Clifford-Tormay, National Library of Australia, accessed 19 September 2014,
<http://frove.nla.gov.au/>.

Trove 2000, Death notice, National Library of Australia, accessed 19 September 2014,
<http://trove.nla.gov.au/>.




