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SEAGER, Harold William Hastings  MC 
 
Born 6 July 893 at Powlett, Victoria. 
 
Son of the late Clarendon James Seager, who was an ex-Captain of the 8th Hussars, and for many years 
was engaged in the pastoral industry in Queensland. 
 
He comes of a fighting stock, his grandfather, Lieutenant-General Seager, CB, as a young Lieutenant of the 
8th Hussars taking part in the historic charge of the Light Brigade at Balaklava, in the Crimean War of 1854, 
whilst Hugh Seager fought against the Spanish Armada on HMS nonperilla, whilst another ancestor, Sir 
Halsall Seager, served in the land forces at the same time, and was buried in York Minster. 
 
He is one of three brothers who served in the AIF, and his mother Alexandrina Seager, during the Great War 
supervised the Adelaide Cheer-Up Hut for over four years. 
 
He was educated at Christchurch Grammar School, Victoria, and the Pulteney Street Grammar School, 
Adelaide, and for a short time was employed as a Clerk by the Alliance Assurance Co. Ltd. 
 
On 21 March 1910, he commenced duties at the Bank of Australasia, and at the time of joining the AIF had 
attained the position of teller, having served in both the Adelaide and Port Adelaide branches. 
 
As a youth he was interested in military training, and commenced his military career in 1908 by joining the 
old senior cadets as a Private. 
 
He subsequently joined the 10th Australian Infantry Regiment, in which he was promoted to the rank of 
Sergeant, and on 21 July 1911 received his first commission as a 2nd Lieutenant. 
 
On 1 July 1912 consequent upon the introduction of universal military training, he was transferred to the 74th 
(Boothby) Infantry with same rank. 
 
On 18 November 1912 he was transferred to the 78th (Adelaide Rifles) Infantry, in which he was promoted to 
rank of Lieutenant on 31 January 1913. 
 
He received his Captaincy on 16 February 1914, and held this commission at the outbreak of the Great War. 
 
He was one of the first South Australian Officers to offer his services for overseas, and was also one of the 
first Company Commanders selected by Lieutenant-Colonel S P Weir of the 10th Battalion. 
 
He was appointed a Captain in the 10th at Morphettville on 19 August 1914, and was posted to the 
Command of the original C Company. 
 
Early in September 1914 he became seriously ill with pneumonia, and was thus precluded from leading his 
company in the memorable first AIF route-march through the city of Adelaide on 21 September 1914. 
 
He was admitted to hospital, and thus prevented from accompanying the original Battalion on the Ascanius 
to Egypt, Lieutenant K E Green, of original G Company, being posted to the Command of C Company. 
 
After regaining health he embarked as O.C. of the 2nd reinforcements of the 10th Battalion at Melbourne on 
HMAT A46 Clan MacGillivray on 2 February 1915, and disembarked at Alexandria, Egypt on 7 March 1915. 
 
He then proceeded to Mena Camp, and in the absence of the 3rd Brigade, which had been dispatched to the 
Dardanelles ahead of the other units of the 1st Australian Division, he became attached to the 1st Brigade. 
 
He subsequently re-embarked at Alexandria, on the Piraeus for the Dardanelles, being entrusted with 
confidential papers for the Commanding Officer (CO) of the 3rd Brigade and 18,500 in cash to pay AIF 
troops. 
 
This transport also carried the first two flying officers dispatched to the Dardanelles. 
 



He joined the Battalion on the Ionian at Mudros Harbour, Lemnos, on 10 April 1915, and a few days later was 
appointed Ship’s Transport Officer, which appointment prevented him from landing with the main body of the 
Battalion in the covering force at the historic landing at Anzac on 25 April 1915. 
 
In the capacity of Ship’s Transport Officer is devolved upon him to act as the medium of communication 
between the British Navy and the Captain of the Ionian. 
With Captain C F Minagall, he stood off the Peninsula on the Ionian, and at first obtained a wonderful 
panoramic view of the naval and military operations then being staged in the vicinity, but as the land-battle 
progressed  was kept more than busy with the hundreds of wounded and dying, who day and night were 
packed into the transport.  The vessel was converted into a temporary hospital ship, and when no more 
could be admitted, proceeded to Alexandria, and then immediately returned to cape Helles with troops, and 
afterwards came on to Anzac, where he landed and rejoined the Battalion in the line about 4 May 1915. 
 
His experience as a Ship’s Transport Officer on board the Ionian, to say the least of it, was most gruesome, 
and in a letter to a friend from Anzac he said: 
 
“Never again do I want to be on a temporary hospital ship.  The poor mangled, quivering pieces of 
humanity were placed on the decks, in the saloons, cabins, boat decks, and even down the holds.” 
 
At Anzac he was posted to the Command of B Company, which included his old C Company of Morphettville, 
and by his fearless conduct both in and out of the lien earned for himself the name of “Daredevil Harry”. 
 
On 17 September 1915, he was invalided ill from Gallipoli, and proceeded to hospital at Malta, and later re-
embarked for England, where he was admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth. 
 
He subsequently to the Dardanelles on the Olympic, and rejoined the Battalion at Lemnos on 21 November 
1915, this being the day that the 10th arrived from the Peninsula when the blizzard was blowing at its 
hardest. 
 
He eventually accompanied the Battalion to Egypt on the Seeang Bee, and at Gebel Habieta, on 26 
February 1916, was transferred to the 50th Battalion. 
 
He subsequently embarked on the Arcadian and accompanied the 50th to France, where he had many 
marvellous escapes.   
 
In June 1916 he was seconded for duty with the 13th Training Battalion at Codford, England. 
 
Returning to France, he rejoined the 50th Battalion in December 1916.  At Noreuil, on 2-4 April 1917, he 
distinguished himself in the fighting, and was awarded the Military Cross (MC), which was promulgated in 
the London Gazette on 15 June 1917, the official citation being: 
 
“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  He rendered valuable service while in Command of a 
rescue company.  He attacked with the utmost skill and determination, thereby relieving the pressure at a 
very critical time.  He set a fine example of courage and coolness throughout.” 
 
He attained the rank of Major on 23 July 1917, but on 26 September 1917, was wounded and subsequently 
invalided from France with severe head-wounds.  He proceeded to hospital at Boulogne, and later was 
transferred to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth.   
 
In November 1917 he embarked on the Karoola, and returned to Adelaide, his services with the AIF 
terminating on 25 January 1918. 
 
In August 1918 he embarked at Sydney as O.C Troops on the Bakara, which proceeded to England via the 
Cape.  This transport was escorted by HMS Africa, which was the last British naval ship to be torpedoed 
during the Great War. 
 
He subsequently embarked for Australia as O.C. Troops on the City of York, which proceeded to Brisbane via 
the Suez Canal. 
 
His services with the AIF finally terminating on 10 July 1919. 
 
Returning to civil life, he resigned his position with the Bank of Australasia on 29 July 1918, having no desire 
to resume a sedentary occupation, but was keen on applying himself to an outdoor occupation. 
 



In October 1922 he was residing at Ashbourne Avenue, Mitcham and on 14 November 1924, with his brother, 
Edward Clarendon, late of the 4th Light Horse AIF, obtain a pastoral lease of sixty-six square miles at 
Hawke’s Nest South and White Lagoon South, Kangaroo Island, situated south-south-west of Queenscliffe.  
This tract of country is a long distance from the coast, over chiefly bush road, which is bad in parts. 
 
On 12 December 1924, he individually secured a pastoral lease over1,780 acres, also at Hawke’s Nest and 
on 1 December 1933, he and his brother were allotted 3,284 acres under an acquired soldier’s agreement, 
and situated in the Hundred of MacGillivray, County of Carnarvon. 
 
On 31 January 1935 they were allotted another 1,228 acres, also in the Hundred of MacGillivray. 
 
On 28 October 1930, he was granted permission by the Hon. Minister of Repatriation to allow officers of the 
Commonwealth Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (Division of Animal Nutrition) to investigate 
disease amongst his sheep known as ‘coast’.   
 
On 28 July 1925 he married Joy Debenham, daughter of Professor Tearne, of Sydney, there being one son 
of the union. 
 
His wife was a qualified medical practitioner, and assisted in the research investigations, acting as a Liaison 
Officer by extracting thyroid glands from sheep killed for food on the station, and forwarding same to the 
Adelaide laboratories of the council, and also conducted blood tests and mixes sheep licks.  Various soil and 
pot culture tests had been conducted on his holdings by the Waite Research Institute.   
 
He was awarded the Volunteer Decoration, and was appointed a Captain in the 2nd/10th Infantry on 1 
October 1918, and promoted to rank of Major in the same unit o 2 April 1919.  On 31 March 1921, he was 
transferred to the 10th Battalion, and on 1 January 1922, was placed on the Unattached List. 
 
On 1 January 1927 he was listed on the Reserve of Officers with rank of Major. 
 
In 1935 he was engaged in sheep farming with his brother on the above-mentioned holdings, his postal 
address being,  “Hawke’s Nest, Kangaroo Island”. 
	  


